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M ike B. Gillespie, CPA 
(A Professional Accounting Corporation) 

414 E. Nezpique Slreet 

PC Box 1347 

Jennings, LA 70546 

ttonorable M ichael C. Cassidy 

District Attorney 

Thirty-First Judicial District 

Jelmings, Louisiana 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S PdgPORT 

I have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the District Attorney oflhe Thirty-Firsl 

Judicial District, a component unit of the Jefferson Davis Parish Police Jury, as of December 31, 2001, and for 

the year then ended. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the District Attorney of 

the Thirty-First Judicial District's management. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these general 

purpose financial statements based on my audit. 

1 conducted my audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United Stales of America, 

and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Govermnent Auditing Standards, issued by thc 

Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain 

reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misslalemcul. 

An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in lhe gencral 

purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant 

estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statcmcnl 

presentation. I believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for nay opinion. 

In my opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to in the first paragraph present fairly, in all 

material respects, the financial position of the District Attorney of the Thirty-First Judicial District, as of 

December 31, 2001, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with accotmtiug 

principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 

My audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial statements lakcn 

as a whole. The combining financial statements listed in the table of contents are presented for purposes of 

additional analysis and are not a required part of the general purpose financial statements of the District 

Attorney of the Thirty-First Judicial District. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedurcs 
applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in my opinion, is fairly prescntcd in all 

material respects in relation to the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, I have also issued my report dated June 3, 2002 on my 

consideration of District Attorney of the Thirty-First Judicial District's internal control over financial reporting 

and nay tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. That report is 

an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with government auditing standards and should be read in 

Jennings, Louisiana 

June 3, 2002 

g the results of my audit. 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TIIlRTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Jennit~gs, Louisiaua 

ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS 

Assets: 

Cash and cash equivalents 

Investments 

Receivables: 

Due from other goverraneuts 

Duo from other funds 

Other 

Property and equilnneut 

COMBINED BALANCE SIIEET 

ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 

As of December 31, 2001 

Govenmmntal Funds 

General 

Fund 

Special 

Revenue 

Funds 

40,647 $ 

321,433 

39,862 

4,000 

805 

0 

56,228 $ 

173.642 

17,990 

0 

0 

0 

Fiduciary 

Fund- 

Agency 

Funds 

149,601 $ 

0 

0 

1,712 

16 

0 

TOTAL ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS $ 406,747 $ 247,860 $ 151,329 $ 

LIABILITIES, EQUITY, AND OTHER CREDITS 

Liabilities: 

Aecounts payable $ 

Payroll deductions and willflmldings 

Due to other governments 

Due to other funds 

Due to others 

Total Liabilities 

Equity and Other Credits: 

hivestluent ill general fixed assets 

Fund balanecs -unreserved -undesignated 

Total Fund Equity and Other Credits 

5,540 $ 

14,571 

15,737 

0 

82 

4,331 $ 

1,368 

0 

5,712 

0 

0 

370.817 

370.817 

236,449
.. 

236,449 

0 5 

0 

0 

0 

151,329 

151,329 

0 

0 

AcconaI 

Group 

Geueral Total 

Fixed (Memorandmn 

Assets Only) 

0 5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

319.126 

319,126 

246,476 

495,075 

57.g52 

5,712 

821 

319.126 

$ 1,125,062 

0 $ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9,871 

15,939 

15,737 

5,712 

51.411 

319,126 

0 

319.126 

319,126 

607~266 

926,392 

TOTAL LIABILITIES, EQUITY, AND 
OTHER CREDITS $ 406,747 $ 247,860 $ 151,329 $ 319,126 $ 1,125,062 

The accompanying holes are an integral pan of tiffs statement. 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF ]'liE TItlRTY-FIRST JUDI CIAL I)ISTRICT 

Jennings, Louisiana 

COM BINED STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CIIANGES IN 

FUND BALANCES-ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES 

Year Ended December 31,2001 

REVENUES 

Conunissions on flues and forfeitures and 

fees for collection of worthless checks 

[ntergoveruulental revenues: 

Federal 

State 

Parish 

Charges for services 

Use of money and properly 

Other revenues 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

Currenl: 

Salaries and related benefts 

Advertising, dues and subscriptions 

Communications 

Repairs and maintenance 

Professional services 

Iusurauee 

Office supplies 

Operating supplies 

Travel and seminars 

Oilier expenditures 

lntergovemmental expeuditures: 

Distributions to other governmems - LACE 

Dislribulions to Police Jury 

Capital outlay 

Total expenditures 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURE S 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers iu 

Operating transfers out 

Total other financing sources (uses) 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF RE VENUES AND OTHER SOURCES 
OVER EXPENDITURE S AND OTHER USES 

FUND BALANCES AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUND BALANCES AT END OF YEAR 

General 

Fund 

Spccial 

Revenl.le 

$ 323,741 $ 67,293 $ 

45,270 

214,327 

392,547 

3,000 

14,628 

3,026 

9--'9~,539 

656,200 

8,261 

1,275 

15,136 

40,371 

0 

2,170 

14,567 

63,972 

18,142 

177,594 

1,540 

91,436 

~ 664 

(94,125) 

0 

0 

46,326 

23,865 

0 

14,056 

8,009 

0 

i3-q,549 

37,055 

18,256 

1,639 

0 

10,876 

4,979 

3,040 

0 

40 

32,000 

0 

46,626 

4,000 

158,511 

1,038 

0 

0 

Tolal 

(Memorandun 
Onlvt 

91,596 

238,192 

392,547 

17,056 

22,637 

3,026 

1.156.088- 

693,255 

26,517 

2,914 

15,136 

51,247 

4,979 

5,210 

14.567 

64,012 

50.142 

177,594 

48,166 

95,436 

1,249,175 

0 

0 

0 0 0 

(94,125) 

464,942 

1,038 

235,411 

$ 370,817 $ 236,449 $ 

The accompanying notes are an integral pan of this statement. 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TIIIRTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Jcmrings, Louisiana 

COM BINED STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN 

FUND BALANCES-BUDGET AND ACTUAL- GENERAL AND SPECIAL REVENUE FUND TYPES 

Year Ended December 31. 2001 

REVENUES 

Conunissions on fines and 

forfeitures and fees for 

collection of worthless checks 

lutcrgovcFnlUelltal revenues: 

l"edelal 

Slate 

Parish 

Charges lbr services 

Use of money and property 

Othel revenues 

Total revenues 

EXPIINI)ITURJ~S 

CHit ent: 

Salaries and related benefits 

Advertising, dues aud subscriptions 

Conununieatious 

l(epairs and nlaintenancc 

Professional services 

Insurauee 

Office supplies 

Operating supplies 

Travel and seminars 

Other expenditures 

lntergovemnlental expenditures: 

Distributions to other govts. - LACE 

Distributions to other governments 

Grants to other governments 

Capital outlay 

Total expenditures 

General Fuud 

Budget Actual 

$ 250.000 $ 323,741 $ 

25,000 

160,000 

330,000 

3,000 

8,000 

500 

776,500 

505,000 

8,400 

600 

300 

5,000 

0 

2,200 

4,000 

40,000 

25,000 

106,000 

0 

40,000 

75.000 

811,500 

45,270 

214,327 

392,547 

3,000 

14,628 

3.026 

996.539 

656,200 

8,261 

1,275 

15,136 

40,371 

0 

2,170 

14,567 

63,972 

18,142 

177,594 

1,540 

0 

91,436 

1,090,664 

varlance 

Favorable 

0Jnfavorablc) Budget 

73,741 $ 

20,270 

54,327 

62,547 

0 

6,628 

2.526 

220.039 

(151,200) 
139 

(675) 

(14,836) 

(35,371) 

0 

3O 

(10,567) 

(23,972) 

6.858 

(71,594) 

(1,540) 
40,000 

(16,436) 

(279,164) 

V[lll~lllCC 

1"avoluble 

Actual (Olll]lvol ablt 

43,000 $ 67,293 $ 24,293 

3,000 

0 

0 

900 

6,500 

0 

143.400 

49,000 

22,250 

1,100 

100 

12,200 

7,500 

2,700 

3O0 

900 

19.000 

0 

25,000 

5,200 

0 

45,250 

EXCESS (DE]"ICIENCY) OF RJ?,VENUES 

OVER EXI)ENDITUILES (35,000) 
, 
(94,125) (59,125) (1,850) 

OTllF.R FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 

Operatiug transfers in 

Operating transfers out 

Total other financiug sources (uses) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

46,326 

23,865 

0 

14,056 

8,009 

0 

159,549 

37,055 

18,256 

1,639 

0 

10,876 

4,979 

3,040 

0 

40 

32.000 

0 

46,626 

0 

4.000 

158.51 

038 

0 

0 

0 

(46,674) 
23.865 

0 

13,156 

1.509 

0 

6.149 

21,626 

5,200 

(4,0{)0 

(13,26 

2.888 

0 

IgXCE'SS (DEHCU~:NCY) OF PdEVENUb;S 

AND OTIIER SOURCES OVER 

IIXPENDITUI~ES AND OTI IER USES (35,000) (94,125) 159,125) (1,850) 1,038 2,888 

FUND BAI,ANCES AT BEGINNING 

OF YEAR 

FtlND BALANCF.S AT END OF YEAR 

240,000 464,942 224,942 207,541 235,411 27,870 

$ 205,000 $ 370,817 $ 165,817 $ 205,691 $ 236,449 $ 30,758 

]'he accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 
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INTI~O DUCTION 

DISTI~JCT ATTORNEY OF TIlE TIIlRTY-FIRST 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Jennings, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

As of and for the Year Ended December 31,2001 

Under constitutional provisions and LSA-RS 15.571, the office of the District Attorney is established 

within each judicial district. The District Attorney serves a term of six years and takes office on the ilrst 
day of January following the election, 

As provided by LSA-RS 16:1, the District Attorney represents the state in all civil actions, is in chargc 

of every criminal prosecution by the state in his district, is the representative of the state before the 

grand juries in his district, and is the legal advisor to the grand juries. In addition, the District Attorney 
can ex officio be the regular attorney and counsel for the police jury, the parish school board within the 
district, and all state boards or commissions domiciled therein the members of which, in whole or in 

part, are elected by the people or appointed by the governor or other prescribed authority. 

The jurisdiction of the District Attorney of the Thirty-First Judicial District is comprised of Jefferson 
Davis Parish and the office is located in the parish courthouse in the city of Jenniugs. The staff of the 

District Attonley is made up of fourteen employees including the District Attorney, three assistant 

District Attorneys, two investigators, art investigative assistant, a victim's coordinator and six clerical 

personnel. 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A. BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

The accompanying financial statements of the District Attorney of the Thirty-First Judicial 

District have been prepared in confornaity with U,S. generally accepted accounting principlcs 

(GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board 

(GASB) is the accepted standard-selling body for establishing governmental accounting and 
financial reporting principles. 

B. REPOI~tTING ENTITY 

The District Attorney is an independent elected official; however, the District Attorney is fiscally 

dependent on the Jefferson Davis Parish Police Jury. The police jury maintains and operates the 
parish courthouse in which the District Attorney's office is located and provides funds for 

equipment and furniture of the District Attorney's office. In addition, the police jury's general 
purpose financial statements would be incomplete or misleading without inclusion of the District 

Attorney. For these reasons, the District Attorney was determined to be a component unit of the 

Jefferson Davis Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. 

The accompanying financial statements present information only on the funds maintained by the 

District Attorney and do not present information on the police jury, the general government 
services provided by that goverrmaental unit, or the other governmental units that compromise 

the financial reporting entity. 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TIIIRTY-FIRST 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Jennings, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

As of and for the Year Ended December 31, 2001 

C. FUND ACCOUNTING 

The District Attorney uses funds and account groups 1o report on its financial position and the 

results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrale legal compliance and to aid 

financial naanagement by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or 

activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, 

an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain 

assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect nct 

expendable financial resources. 

Funds of the District Attorney are classified as governmental funds. Governmental fimds accotmt 

for the District Attorney's general activities, including the collection and disbursement of 

specific or legally restricted monies, and the acquisition of general fixed assets. Govemmclalal 

funds of the District Attorney include: 

GENERALFUND 

The General Fund was established in compliance with Louisiana Revised Statue 

15:571.11, which provides that 12 per cent of the fines collected and bonds forfeited bc 

transmitted to the District Attorney to defray 'the necessary expenditures of his office. 

TITLE IV-D SPECIAL REVENUE FUND 

The Title IV-D Special Revenue Fund consists of incentive payments and reimbursemcm 

grants from the Louisiana Department of Social Services, authorized by Act 117 of 1975, 

to establish family and child support programs compatible with Title IV-D of the social 

security act. The purpose of the fund is to enforce the support obligation owed by absent 

parents to their families and children, to locate absent parents, to establish paternity, and 

to obtain family and child support. 

W ORTItLESS CItECK COLLECTION 

FEE SPECIAL REVENUE FUND 

The Worthless Check Collection Fee Special Revenue Fund consists of fees collected in 

accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 16:15, which provides for a specific fcc 

whenever the District Attorney's office collects and processes a worthless check. 

Expenditures from this fund are at the sole discretion of the District Attorney and may bc 

used to defray the salaries and the expenses of the office of the District Attorney, but may 

not be used to supplement the salary of the District Attorney. 

DRUG FORFEITURE  SPECIAL REVENUE FUND 



DISTRICT ATTOFdNEY OF TIlE TII1RTY-FIRST 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Jennings, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

As of and for the Year Ended December 31,200l 

The Drug Forfeiture Special Revenue Fund consists of 20% of the fines collected and 

bonds forfeited under the Seizure and Controlled Dangerous Substances Properly 

Forfeiture Act of 1989 as prescribed under LRS 40:2616. At the discretion of the 1)imricl 

Attorney these funds are put in this special revenue fund instead of the general fund as 

allowed by law. As provided by LRS 40:2616, these funds can be used for public 

purposes including, but not limited to use for prosecution, rewards, support and 

continuing legal education in furtherance of Chapter 26 Title 40. 

DRUG ASSET SEIZURE AGENCY FUND 

The Drug Asset Seizure Agency Fund was established in compliance with Louisiana 

Revised Statute 40:2616, which provides that the proceeds of any sale and any monies 

forfeited or obtained by judgement or settlement under the Seizure and Controlled 
Dangerous Substances Property Forfeiture Act of 1989 shall be deposited into a special 

trust fund until the court determines equitable distribution of these fimds. This agency 

fund is custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and does not involve measurement of 
results of operations. The law provides that the District Attorney shall administer 

expenditures from this fund in the following priority: 

~ For satisfaction of any bona fide security interest or lien. 

~ Thereafter, for payment of all proper expenses of the proceedings for forfeiture and 

sale, including expenses of seizure, maintenance of custody, advertising, and court 

costs. 

~ The remaining funds are to be allocated 60% to the law enforcement agcncy or 

agencies making the seizure, 20% to the criminal court fund, and 20% to any Dislrict 

Attorney's office that handles the forfeiture action for the slate. 

PRE-TRIAL INTERVENTION SPECIAL REVENUE FUND 

The Pre-Trial Intervention Special Revenue Fund was established by the District 

Attorney to isolate the program revenues and expenditures. The program is a diversion 

program which is offered to selected non-violent offenders as an alternative to 

prosecution. Participants receive coordinated assistance in job placement, educational and 
vocational referrals, personal and group counseling, and referrals to other community 

agencies appropriate to their needs. The revenues for this fund are derived from charges 

for services to participants and operating transfers from other funds of the District 

Attorn ey. 

ESCROW  AGENCY FUND 

The Escrow Agency Fund was created to account for collections by thc District 

Attorney's office which are to be distributed to other agencies and victims of crimes. 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TIlE TItlRTY-FIRST 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Jennings, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

As of and for the Year Ended December 31, 2001 

This fund is custodial in nature and does not involve measurement of results of 

operations. 

W ORTItLESS CHECKS ESCROW  AGENCY FUND 

This fund was established to account for collections of worthless check restitution and 

fees to be distributed to victims and other government agencies
. This fund is custodial in 

nature (assets equal liabilities) and does not involve measurement of results of operations. 

D. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 

Revenues 

Intergovernmental revenues and fees, charges for services, and commissions on tines and 

forfeitures are recorded when the District Attorney is entitled to the funds or earlier if susceptible 

to accrual criteria arc met. 

Interest earnings on time deposits are recorded when the time deposits have matured and the 

interest is available to the District Attorney
. 

Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the 

related fund liability is incurred. 

Other Financing Sources 

Transfers between funds that are not expected to be repaid are accounted for as other financing 

sources and uses in the accounting period in which the transfers occur
. Proceeds from the sale of 

fixed assets and insurance proceeds received on damaged fixed assels are also accounled for as 

other financing sources and are recognized when received. 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TIlE TItIRT~-ViRST 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Jennings, Louisiana 

Notes to the Finaneial Statements 

As of and for the Year Ended December 31,2001 

E. BUDGET PRACTICES 

Pursuant to the Louisiana Local Government Budget Act (LSA-RS 39: 1301-1314) tile District 
Attorney is required to prepare an annual budget, have a public hearing, and make the budgcl 

available for public inspection no later than fifteen days prior to the beginning of each year. A 

notice stating that a public hearing on the proposed budget shall be held with the date, time, and 

place of hearing specified ill the notice is required to be published at least ten days prior Io the 

date of file first public hearing. 

The budget was prepared prior to December, 2000. The notice making tile proposed budget 

available for public inspection was published on December 24, 2000. The budget was adopted 

on December 27, 2000. 

F. ENCUM BRA NCES 

The District Attorney does not use encumbrance accounting 

G. DEPOSITS AND INVESTMENTS 

Cash includes amounts in demand deposit, interest-bearing demand deposits, and time deposits. 

Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits and those investments with original ,naturitics 

of 90 days or less. The District is authorized to open depositories in only those banks with branch 

offices in the state. 

State statutes authorize the District Attorney to invest in United States bonds, treasury notes and 

bills, or celaificates or time deposits of state banks organized under Louisiana law and national 

banks having principal offices in Louisiana. In addition, local govemmeuts in Louisiana are 

authorized to invest in the Louisiana Asset Management Pool, Inc. (LAMP), a non-profit 
corporation fornaed by an initiative of the State Treasurer and organized under the laws of the 

State of Louisiana, which operates a local government investment pool. In accordance with 

GASB Statement 31, Accounting and Financial Reporting for Certain lnvestnwnts and for 
External hwestment Pools, the Distrk:t Attorney has stated their investments at cost. Inveslmcnts 

with a maturity at time of purchase of greater than one year are presented at fair value. Fair value 

is deternained by obtaining "quoted" year end market prices. The District Attorney had no 

investments with an original maturity greater than one year at time of purchase and '&us no 

amounts at fair value are listed in the balance sheet. 

H. FIXED ASSETS 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and the related assets arc 

capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. General fixed assets provided by 

the parish police jury are not recolded within the general fixed assets account group. No 
depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TItlRTY-FIRST 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Jennings, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

As of and for the Year Ended December 31, 2001 

cost or estimated cost if historical cost is not available. Approximately 4 per cent of fixed assets 

costs have been estinrated. 

I. COM PENSATED ABSENCES 

The District Attorney has the following policy relating to vacation and sick leave 

Vacations 

Clerical personnel are granted ten working days per year for the first through fifth year of 

service, fifteen working days per year for the sixth through twelfth year; and twenty working 

days per year for service beyond twelve years. Primarily all of the clerical personnel's salaries 

are paid by the police jury's criminal court fund. This part of the vacation liability applies to lhc 

police jury and nol the District Attorney's office. However, vacation time must be taken beforc 
the end of tile year or it is forfeited. The District Attorney does not allow vacation time to 

accumulate or vest beyond year end. 

All District Attorneys and the administrative and investigative assistants are authorized ten 

working days per year for the first year of service, then fifteen working days per year for tile 

second through tenth year of service; and twenty-five days per year after ten years of service. 

Vacation time must be used before lhe end of the year or it is forfeited. The District Attorney 

does not allow vacation time to accumulate or vest beyond year end. 

Sick Leave 

Each employee shall accrue sick leave at the rate of one day per month, the first five years, then 

one and a half dab's per month for all years thereafter, Accumulated sick leave cannot exceed 180 

days. Employees cannot be paid for accrued sick leave when they resign, retire or are terminated. 

The cost of current leave privileges, computed in accordance with GASB Codification Section 

C60, is recognized as a current year expenditure in the governmental funds when the leave is 

actually taken. As of December 31, 2001, the District Attorney did not have a liability for 

accrued vacation leave since this benefit does not vest past year end. Therefore the financial 

statements do not contain a liability for unpaid vacation pay. The District Attoruey does not 

accrue a liability for nonvesting accumulating rights to receive sick pay benefits as allowed by 

GASB C60.611. 

J. TOTAL COLUM NS ON STATEM ENTS 

The total colunms on the statements are captioned "Memoranduna Only" to indicate thal they are 

presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial 

position or results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TIlE TIIIRTY-FIRST 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Jennings, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

As of and for the Year Ended December 31,2001 

Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations have not been made in 

the aggregation of this data. 

2. DEPOSITS AND INVESTM ENTS 

Deposits 

At December 31, 2001, the District Attorney has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling 
$246,476 as follows: 

Demand deposits 

Interest-bearing demand deposits 

Total Book Balances 

$ 111,871 

134,605 

$ 246,476 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the 

resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned 
by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance 

must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held 

in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank thai is nmtually acceptable 

to both parties. At December 31, 2001, the District Attorney has $ 266,589 in deposits (collected bank 
balances). These deposits are secured from risk by $ 252,897 of federal deposit insurance and $13,692 

of pledged securities held by the custodial bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 

3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of 
GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial 

bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the District Attorney 

that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 

Investments 

The District Attorney invests only in certificates of deposit and participates in the Louisiana Asset 

Management Pool, Inc. (LAMP), which is art external local govermnent investment pool. In accordance 
with GASB Statement 3, Deposits with Financial Institutions, Investments (including Repurchase 

Agreements), and Reverse Repurchase Agreements, the investment in LAMP at year end is not 
categorized in the three risk categories provided by this statement because the investment is in the pool 

of funds and therefore not evidenced by securities that exist in physical or book entry form. LAMP is 

administered by LAMP, Inc., a non-profit corporation organized under the laws of the State of 

Louisiana, which was formed by an initiative of the State Treasurer in 1993. The corporation is 

governed by a board of directors comprising the State Treasurer, representatives from various 

organizations of local government, the Government Finance Officers Association of Louisiana, and the 

Society of Louisiana CPA's. Only local governments having contracted to participate in LAMP have 
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an investment interest in its pool of assets. The primary objective of LAMP is to provide a safe 
enviromnent for the placement of public funds in short-term, high-quality investments. The LAMP 

portfolio includes only securities and other obligations in which local govermncnls in Louisiana arc 

authorized to invest. Accordingly, LAMP investments are restricted to securities issued, guaranteed, or 

backed by the U.S. Treasury, the U.S. Government or one of its agencies, enlopriscs, or 

instrumentalities, as well as repurchase agreements collateralized by those securities. The dollar 

weighted average pmlfolio maturity of LAMP assets is restricted 1o not more than 90 days, and consists 

of no securities with a maturity in excess of 397 days. LAMP is designed to be highly liquid lo give its 

participants immediate access to their account balances. 

The fair value of the position in the pool is the same as the value of the pool shares 

Investments are catergorized into the following three categories of credit risk in accordance with GASB 

3 to give an indication of the level of risk assumed by the District Attorney. 

Category 1 - includes investments that are insured or registered, or securities held by the government or 

its agent in the District Attorney's name. 

Category 2 - includes investments that are uninsured and unregistered, with securities held by the 

counterparty's trust department or agent in the District Attorney's name. 

Category 3 - includes investments that arc uninsured and unregistered, with securities held by the 

counterparty, or by its trust department or agent but not in the District Attorney's name. 

At year end the District Attorney's investment, balances were as follows 

lnvestnacnt Type 

Certificates of Deposit 

Total 

Investments not subject to 
categorization: 

Louisiana Assets Management Pool 

Total Investments 

3. RECEIVABLES 

Category 1 Category 3 

Carrying 

Amount Fair Value 

196,708 $ 19,722 $ 216,430 $ 216,430 

196,708 

Accounts receivable at December 31,2001, are as follows 

19,722 216,430 216,430 

278,645 278,645 

495,075 $ 495,075 
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Due from other goveruments 

Fines and forfeitures 

LACE program reimbursement 

Title IV-D administrative payments 

Total 

4. CItANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A smnmary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

Automobiles 

Improvenlenls 

Equipment and 

furniture 

Other 

Total 

5. PENSION PLANS 

General 

Fund 

28,162 $ 

11,700 

- 0- 

Special 

Revenue 

Funds 

-0- 

- 0- 

17,990 

39,862 $ 17,990 

Cost/Basis 

Beginning 

1/1/01 Additions Deletions Adjustments 

49,144 

56,172 

138,723 
- 0- 

244,039 

14,995 

13,383 

66,058 

1,500 

95,936 

A. Louisiana District Attorney's Retirement System 

17,321 

- 0- 

3,528 

- 0- 

20,849 

- 0- 

- 0- 

~ 0- 

Cost/Basis 

Ending 

12/31/01 

46,818 

69,555 

201,253 

1,500 

319,126 

Plan Description. The District Attorney and assistant District Attorneys are members of the Louisiana 

District Attorneys Retirement System (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined benefil 
pension plan administered by a separate board of trustees. 

Assistant District Attorneys who earn, as a nfinimum, the amount paid by the state for assistant District 

Attorneys and are under the age of 60 at the time of original employment and all District Attorneys arc 

required to participate in the System. For members who joined the System before July 1, 1990, and who 
elected not to be covered by the new provisions, the following applies: Any member with 23 or morc 

years of creditable service regardless of age may retire with a 3 per ceut benefit reduction for 
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each year below age 55, provided that no reduction is applied if the member has 30 o1 more ycars of 

service. Any member with at least 18 years of service may retire at age 55 with a 3 per cent benefit 

reduction for each year retiring below the age of 60. In addition, any member with at least 10 years of 

service may retire al age 60 with a 3 per cent benefit reduction for each year retiring below tl~e age of 

62. ']'he retirement benefit is equal to 3 per cent of the member's average final compensation multiplied 

by the number of years of his membership service, not to exceed 100 per cent of his average final 

compensation. 

For members who joined the System after July 1, 1990, or who elected to be covered by the new 
provisions the following applies: Members are eligible to receive normal retirement benefits if they arc 

age 60 and have 10 years of service credit, are age 55 and have 24 years of service credit, or havc 30 

years of service credit regardless of age. The normal retirement benefit is equal to 3
.5 per cent of the 

member's final-average compensation multiplied by years of membership service. A member is eligible 

for early relirement if he is age 55 and has 18 years of service credit. The early retirement bencfil is 

equal to the nornlal retirement benefit reduced 3 per cent for each year the member retires in advance of 

normal retirement age. Benefits may not exceed 100 per cent of average final compensation
. The System 

also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established or amended by state statue. 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and 

required supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the 

Louisiana District Attorneys Retirement System, 2109 Decatur Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 70116- 

2091, or by calling (504) 947-5551. 

Funding Policy. Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 7.0 per cent of their annual 

covered salary and the District Attorney is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate
. The 

current rate is 0 per cent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include .2 per cent 

of the ad valorem taxes collected throughout the state and revenue sharing funds as appropriated by the 

legislature. The contribution requirements of plan members and the District Attorney are established and 

may be amended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer 

contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the 
result of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The District Attorney's contributions to lhe System for 

the years ending December 31, 2001, 2000, and 1999 were $0, $0, and $0, respectively, eqnal to the 

required contributions for each year. 

B Parochial Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana (PERS 

Plan Description. Substantially all employees, exclusive of the District Attorney and the assistant 

District Attorneys of the District Attorney's office are members of the Parochial Employees' Retirement 

System of Louisiana (System), a cost-sharing multiple-employer defined benefit pension plan 
administered by a separate board of trustees. The System is composed of two distinct plans

, Plan A and 

Plan B, with separate assets and benefit provisions. All participating employees of the District Attorney 

are members of Plan A. 
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All permanent employees working at least 28 hours per week who are paid wholly or in part fiom parish 

funds and all elected parish officials are eligible to participate in the System. Under Plaza A, employccs 

who retire at o1" after age 60 with at least 10 years of creditable service, at or after age 55 with at least 25 

years of creditable service, or at any age with at least 30 years of creditable service are entillcd Io a 

retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 per cent of their final-average salary for each 

year of creditable service. However, for those employees who were members of the supplemental plan 

only prior to January 1, 1980, the benefit is equal to one per cent of their final average salary plus $24 

for each year of supplemental-plan-only service earned prior to January 1, 1980. Final-average salary is 

the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest 
average. Employees who terminate with at least the amount of creditable service stated above and do not 

withdraw their employee contributions may retire at the ages specified above and receive the benefit 

accrued to their date of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Bencfits arc 

established by state statute. 

The system issues an annual publicly available report that includes financial statements and rcqnircd 

supplemenlary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing 1o lhc Parochi~l 

Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana, Post Office Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 70898- 

4619, or by calling (225) 928-1361. 

Funding Polio,. Under Plan A, members are required by state statute to contribute 9.50% of lheir 

annual covered salary and the District Attorney of the Thirty-First Judicial District is required to 

contribute at a statutory rate based on aetuarially determined computations. The current rate is 7.75% of 

covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one-fourth of one per cent of the taxes shown 

to be collectible (except for Orleans and East Baton Rouge parishes) by the tax rolls of each parish. 
These tax dollars are divided between Plan A and Plan B based proportionately on the salaries of the 

active members of each plan. The contribution requirements of plaza members and the District Attorney 

of the Thirty-First Judicial District are established and may be amended by state statute. As providcd by 

Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and 

are subject to change each year based on the result of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The District 
Attorney of the Thirty-First Judicial District's contribution to the System under Plan A for the year 

ending December 31, 2001, 2000 and 1999 was $5,822, $ 2,180 and $1,938, respectively, equal to the 

required contribution for each year. 

6, CItANGES IN AGENCY FUND LIABILITIES 

A summary of changes in agency fund liabililies due to others follows 
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Additions: 

Bond forfeitures collected 

Restitution collected 

Funds seized and auction proceeds 

Interest earned 

Total Additions 

Deductions: 

Distributed to victims 

Distributed 1o defendants 

Distributed to sheriff 

Distributed to District Attorney 

Distributed to criminal court fund 

Distributed to indigent defender board 

Distributed to state police 

Distributions to other governments 

Proceedings and forfeiture expenses 

Total Deductions 

Balance at December 3 I, 2001 

7. CONTINGENCIES 

Escrow 

Fund 

11,270 $ 

93,000 

28,854 

0 

0 

Drug Assets W orthless 

Seizure Checks 

Fund Escrow Tota 

271,667 $ 6,132 $ 289,069 

0 $ 

165,942 

0 

0 

93,000 

94,796 

76,713 

4.411 

$ 121,854 $ 81,124 $ 165,942 $ 368,920 

$ 24,275 $ 

0 

25,929 

30,640 

25,814 

20,988 

0 

0 

0 

127,646 

0 $ 

295 

73,306 

62,042 

36,859 

0 

40,443 

224 

3,305 

120,221 $ 

0 

12,385 

29,934 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

144,496 

295 

111,620 

122,616 

62,673 

20,988 

40,443 

224 

3.305 

216,474 162,540 506,660 

$ 5,478 $ 136,317 $ 9,534 $ 151,329 

Tile District Altorney participates in a number of Federal and State Financial Assistance Programs. 

These programs are subject to further financial and compliance audits by the grantor agencies. The 
amount, if any, of expenditures which may be disallowed by the granting agencies cannot be determincd 

at lifts time. Based on prior experience, the District Attorney feels such amounts, if ally, would be 

immaterial to the financial statements. 
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Tile District Attorney is the defendant in a number of lawsuits as of year end. Legal counscl has 

detennined that potential liability, if any, will not exceed commercial insurance coverage as of the 

issuance date of these financial statements. Accordingly, no provision for losses, exceeding availablc 

insurance coverage, has been recorded in the accompanying financial statements. 

8. EXPENDITURES OVER BUDGET APPROPRI ATIONS 

The following individual funds had an unfavorable budget variance for the year ended December 31 

2001 : 

Fund 

General 

Worthless Cheek 

Title IV-D 

Partial Intervention 

Expenditures 

Expenditures 

Expenditures 

Expenditures 

Budgeted 

Amount 

811,500 

22,900 

64,150 

0 

Actual 

Amount 

1,090,664 

34,852 

70,476 

4,049 

Un~vorable 

Variance 

279,164 

11,952 

6,326 

4,049 

All of the above unfavorable variances we:re funded by either current year excess of revenues ovcr 

budgeted amounts or prior year fund balances. 

9. ON-BEItALF PAYMENTS FOR FRINGE BENEFITS AND SALAFdES 

Tile Jefferson Davis Parish Police Jury's General Fund and Criminal Court Fund, and the Slate of 

Louisiana pay a portion of the salaries and benefits of the District Attorney's office. These on-behalf 

payments have been recorded in the accompanying financial statements, in accordance with 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement 24 as intergovernmental revenues and 

expenditures as follows: 

lntergovernmental Revenues 

State 

Parish 

Total 

Expenditures: 

Salaries and related benefits 

$ 149,204 

212,533 

$ 361,737 

$ 361,737 

The above amounts include $0 paid to the District Attorneys Retirement System and $14,194 paid to thc 

Parochial Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana for pension contributions for tile Dislricl 

Attorney's employees. 
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10. RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS 

The District Attorney's office has reimbursed the Police Jury for the following expenses 

General Fund - reimburse portion of salary and benefits 

Title IV-D Fund - reimburse portion of program salaries 

W orthless Check Fund- reimburse for remodeling 

$ 1,540 

$ 31,626 

$ 15,000 

Certain operating expenditures of the District Attorney's office are paid by the Parish Police Jtlry, as 

required by Louisiana law, and are not included ill the accompanying financial statements
. Thesc 

expenditures include among other things lhe provision of office facilities including utilities and 

insurance. A complete listing of the nature and amount of these expenditures was not available for 

disclosure. 

11. RISK M ANAGEM ENT 

The District Attorney's office is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, damage to
, and 

destraction of assets; errors and omissions; injuries to employees; and natural disasters. The District 
Attorney carries commercial insurance for errors and omissions. All other risks of loss are covered by 

commercial insurance provided by the Police Jury. Settled claims resulting from these risks have nol 

exceeded commercial insurance coverage in any of the past three fiscal years. 
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W ORTIILESS CItECK FUND 

SPECIAI, REVENUE FUNDS 

The Wollhless Check Collection Fee Special Revenue Fund consists of fees collected in accordance 

with Louisiana Revised Statute 16:15, which provides for a specific fee whenever tl~e Dislricl 

Attorney's offi ce collects and processes a worthless check. Expenditures from this fund are at the sole 

discretion of the District Attorney and may be used to defray the salaries and the expenses of the office 

of the District Attorney, but may not be used to supplement the salary of the District Attorney. 

TITLE IV-D PROGRAM 

The Title JV-D Special Revenue Fund consists of incentive payments and reimbursement grants fl'om 

the Louisiana Deparhnent of Social Services, authorized by Act 117 of 1975, to establish family and 

child support programs compatible with Title IV-D of the social security act. The purpose of thc fund 

is to enforce the support obligation owed by absent parents to their families and children, to locale 

absent parents, to establish paternity, and to obtain family and child support. 

DRUG FORFEITURE 

The Drug Forfeiture Special Revenue Fund consists of 20% of the fines collected and bonds forfeiled 

under the Seizure and Controlled Dangerous Substances Property Forfeiture Act of 1989 as prescribed 

under LRS 40:2616. At the discretion of file District Attorney these funds are put in this special 

revenue fund instead of the general fund as allowed by law. As provided by LRS 40:2616, these funds 

can be used for public purposes including, but not limited to use for prosecution, rewards, support and 

continuing legal education in furtherance of chapter 26 of Title 40. 

PRE-TR1AL INTERVENTION SPECIAL REVENUE FUND 

The Pre-Trial Intervention Special Revenue Fund was established by the District Attorney to isolate 

the program revenues and expenditures. The program is a diversion program which is offered to 

selected non-violent offenders as an alternative to prosecution. Participants receive coordinated 

assistance in job placement, educational and vocational referrals, personal and group counseling, and 
referrals to other comnmnity agencies appropriate to their needs. The revenues for this fund are derived 

from charges for services to participants mad operating transfers from other funds of the District 

Attorney. 
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ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents $ 

Investments 

Receivables: 

Due from other govenunents 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 

Liabilities: 

Accounts payable 

Payroll deductions and witldmldings 

Due to other funds 

Total Liabilities 

Equity 

Fund balances -unreserved -undesignated 

Total Fund Equity 

W orthless 

Check 

Fund 

8,654 $ 

16,704 

0 

Title IV-D 

Program 

Fund 

1,832 $ 

17,105 

17,990 

Drug 

Forfeiture 

Fund 

27,804 $ 

139,833 

Pretrial 

Intervention 

Fnnd 

17,938 $ 

0 

Total 

(Memorandum 

Only) 

56,228 

73.642 

0 0 17.990 

$ 25,358 5 36,927 $ 167,637 $ 17,938 $ 

0 $ 

0 

0 

0 

25,358 

25,358  

2,799 $ 

1,368 

4.000 

8.167 

28.760 

1,532 $ 

0 

1,712 

3,244 

164,393 

28,760 164,393 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $ 25,358 5 36,927 $ 167,637 $ 

22 

0 5 

0 

0 

0 

17,938 

17,938 

247.86 

4,331 

1,368 

5.712 

236.449 

17,938 $ 247,86 
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REVENUES 

Colnulissions Ol] fines and 

forfeitures and fees for 

collection of worthless cheeks 

lntergovernnlental revenues: 

Federal 

Slate 

Charges for sen,ices 

Use of money and property 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

Cnrreut: 

Salaries and related benefits 

Advertising, dues and subseriplions 

Connnunicalions 

Professional seln,ices 

Insurance 

Office supplies 

Travel and selnillars 

Other expendilures 

lnlergoveruulental expenditures: 

Distribulious to other govts. - LACE 

Distributions to Police Jury 

Grants to olher governments 

Capital outlay 

Total expenditures 

Worlhless 

Check 

Fund 

30,434 $ 

0 

0 

0 

665 

31.099 

0 

0 

0 

10,876 

4,979 

15 

0 

3.982 

0 

15,000 

0 

0 

34.852 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 

OVER EXPENDITURES (3,753) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 

Operating transfers ill 

Operating transfers out 

Total other financing sources (uses) 

0 

0 

0 

Title 1V-D 

Program 

Fund 

0 $ 

46,326 

23,865 

0 

856 

71,047 

37,055 

0 

1,639 

0 

0 

108 

40 

8 

0 

31,626 

0 

0 

70.476 

571 

0 

0 

0 

Drug Pretrial 

Forfeiture Intervention 

Fund Fund Tola 

36,859 $ 

0 

0 

0 

6.488 

43.347 

0 

18,256 

0 

0 

0 

2,917 

0 

27,961 

0 

0 

0 

0 

49,134 

(5,787) 

0 

0 

0 

0 $ 67.293 

0 46.326 

0 23,865 

14,056 14,056 

0 8,009 

14.056 159.549 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

49 

0 

0 

0 

4.000 

4.049 

37,1)55 

18,256 

1,639 

10,876 

4,979 

3.040 

40 

32.000 

0 

46,626 

0 

4,000 

158.511 

10.007 1.038 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 

AND OTHER SOURCES OVER 

EXPENDITURE S AND OTHER USES (3,753) 571 (5,787) 10,007 1,038 

FUND BALANCES AT BEGINNING 

OF YEAR 29,111 28,189 170,180 7,931 235,4 

FUND BALANCES AT END OF YEAR $ 25,358 $ 28,760 $ 164,393 $ 17,938 $ 236,449 



ESCROW  AGENCY FUND 

AGENCY FUNDS 

The Escrow Agency Fund was created to account for collections by the District Attorney's officc 

which arc to be distributed to other agencies and victims of crimes. This fund is custodial in nature and 

does not involve measurement of results of operations. 

DRUG ASSET SEIZURE AGENCY FUND 

The Drug Asset Seizure Agency Fund was established in compliance with Louisiana Revised Statute 

40:2616, which provides that the proceeds of any sale and any monies forfeited or obtained by 

judgement or settlement under the Seizure and Controlled Dangerous Substances Property Forfeiture 
Act of 1989 shall be deposited into a special trust fund until the court determines equitable distribution 

of these funds. This agency fund is custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and does not involve 
measurement of results of operations. The law provides that the District Attorney shall administcr 

expenditures from this fund in the following priority: 

For satisfaction of any bona fide security interest or lien. 

Thereafter, for payment of all proper expenses of the proceedings for forfeiture and sale, including 

expenses of seizure, maintenance of custody, advertising, and court costs. 

The remaining funds are to be allocated 60% to the law enforcement agency or agencies making 

the seizure, 20% to the criminal court fund, and 20% to any District Attorney's office that handles 

the forfeiture action for the state. 

W ORTHLESS CHECKS ESCROW  AGENCY FUND 

This fund was established to account for collections of worthless check restitution and fees to bc 

distributed to victims and other government agencies. This fund is custodial in nature (assets equal 

liabilities) and does not involve measurement of results of operations. 
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ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS 

Assets: 

Cash and cash equivalents 

Receivables: 

Due from other funds 

Other 

COM BINING BALANCE SItEET-AGENCY FUNDS 

As of Dceember 31,2001 

Escrow 

Fund 

Drug Assets 

Seizure 

Fund 

5,462 $ 134,605 $ 

0 1,712 

16 0 

W ortbless 

Cheeks 

Escrow 

Fund 

9,534 $ 

0 

0 

TOTAL ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS $ 5,478 $ 136,317 $ 9,534 $ 

LIABILITIES, EQUITY, AND OTHER CREDITS 

Liabilities: 

Due to other funds 

Due to others 

TOTAL LIABILI'I'IES 

0 $ 

5A78 

0 5 

136,317 

0 $ 

9.534 

$ 5,478 $ 136,317 $ 9,534 $ 

Total 

(Memorandun 

Only) 

49,6(11 

1.712 

16 

51,329 

0 

51,329 

151.329 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COM I'LIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVI,'R 

FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAl. STATEM ETNS PEI{FORM ED 

IN ACCORDANCE W ITH GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS. 

Honorable Michael C. Cassidy 

District Attorney 

Thirly-First Judicial District 

Jennings, Louisiana 

1 have audited tile general purpose financial statements of the District Attorney of the Tifirty-Firs! 

Judicial District, a component unit of the Jefferson Davis Parish Police Jury, as of and for the ycal 

ended December 31, 2001, and have issued my report thereon dated June 3, 2002. I conducted my 

audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and 

the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Govermnent Auditing Standards, issued by the 

Comptroller General of the United States. 

Compliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether District Attorney of the Thirty-First Judicial 

District's general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, I performed tests of 

its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with 

which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. 

However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of my audit 
and, accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. The results of my tests disclosed a instance of 

noncompliance that is required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards, which is 

described in the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs as item 2001-1. 

hrternal Control Over Financial Reporting 

In planning and performing my audit, I considered the District Attorney of the Thirty-First Judicial 

District's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine my auditing procedures for lhc 

purpose of expressing my opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide 

assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. However, I noted certain matters involving 

the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that I consider to be reportable conditions. 

Reportable conditions involve matters coming to my attention relating lo significant deficiencies in the 

design or operation of the internal control over financial reporting that, in my judgement, could 
adversely affect the District Attorney of the Thirty-First Judicial District's ability to record, process, 

summarize and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the general 

purpose financial statements. Reportable conditions are described in the accompanying schedule of 

findings and questioned costs as item 1996-1. 

A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal 

control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts 

that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur 

and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of perforating thcir 

assigned functions. My consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not 

necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control that might be reportable conditions and, 

accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be 
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material weaknesses, ltowever, of the reportable conditions described above I consider item 1996-1 to 

be material weaknesses. 

This report is intended for the information of the District Attorney, management
, others within this 

organization, and the Louisiana Legislative Audit Advisory Council and is not intended to be and 

should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. However, this report
,  is a matter of 

public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Jennings, Louisiana 

June 3, 2002 
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SCIIEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
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SECTION l - SUM M ARY OF AUDITOR'S RESULTS 

1. Tile auditor's report expresses an unqualified opinion on the general purpose financial stalcments 

of the District Attorney of the Thirty-First Judicial District. 

2. One reportable condition was disclosed during the audit of the financial statements and is reported 

in the Independent Auditor's Report on Compliance and on Internal Control Over Financial 

Reporting Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with Government 

Auditing Standards. This reportable condition was also reported as a material weakness. 

3. One instance of noncompliance material to the financial statements of the District Attorney of the 

Thirty-First Judicial District, which would be required to be reported in accordance with 

Government Auditing Standards, was disclosed during the audit. 

4. Since the District Attorney of the Thirty-First Judicial District did not require a Single Audit, a 

report on reportable conditions concerning internal control over major federal award programs was 
not applicable. 

5. Since the District Attorney of the Thirty-First Judicial District did not require a Single Audit, an 

auditor's report on compliance for the major federal award programs was not applicable. 

6. Since the District Attorney of the Thirty-First Judicial District did not require a Single Audit, a 

report of audit findings relative to the major federal award programs was not applicable. 

7. A management letter was not issued. 

8. The programs tested as major programs included: 

CFDA No 

Not applicable 

Program Name 

Not applicable 

9. The threshold used for distinguishing between Type A and B federal award programs was not 

applicable. 

10. A statement as to whether the auditee qualified as a low-risk auditee under OMB Circular Q-133 
was not applicable. 

SECTION II - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COM PLIANCE M ATERIAl. TO TIlE 

FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Reportable Conditions - Current Year Findings: 

Finding 2001-1: Bid Law Non-compliance 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-FIRST JUDICIAl. DISTRICT 

SCIIEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2001 

Condition: Review of purchasing procedures disclosed one instances of non-compliance with 

Louisiana Revised Statute 38:2212, commonly referred to as the Public Bid Law. 

Cause: On June 1, 2001, the District Attorney's General Fund purchased various office 

furnishings and fixtures from a single vendor, General Office Supply, in the amount of $25,154.05. 

Inquires with personnel indicated that this acquisition was not advertised for bids as required pursuant 

to LRS38:2212. 

Effect of Condition: The effect of this condition is non-compliance with LRS 38:2212 and the 

possibility that the furniture and fixtures were not purchased at the best available price. 

Recommendation: I recommend that management review the requirements of LRS 38:2212 and 

apply them to all future purchases of materials and supplies. 

Auditee Response: The purchase of these furniture and office fixtures were made in conjunclion 
with a recommendation obtained from an professional interior decorator. The acquisition was approvcd 

based on the understanding that it was part of her overall professional services being provided. In the 

future all materials and supplies in excess of the $15,000 will be advertised for public bid. 

Reportable Conditions - Prior Year Findin gs: 

Finding 1996-1 : Drug Seizure Agency Fund Controls and Procedures 

Condition: The Drug Seizure Agency Fund, which was established to account for collections of 

fines and assets forfeited under the Seizure and Controlled Dangerous Substances Property Forfeiture 

Act of 1989 as prescribed under LRS 40:2616, lacks adequate accounting controls and procedures. 

This condition existed in the prior year and has been improved somewhat, however improvements do 
not warrant removal of this condition. 

Cause: The Drug Seizure Agency Fund subsidiary ledger of amounts due to defendants and others is 

not being reconciled to the balance in the bank statement. 

Effect of Condition: This condition represents a significant deficiency in the design or operation of 

internal control, which could adversely affeet the entity's ability to record, process, summarize, and 

report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the financial statements. In 

addition, not reconciling the subsidiary ledger of this account causes the build-up of unresolved case 

deposits to go unmonitored. Over time this may cause noncompliance with the State Unclaimed 

Property laws, since these unresolved case deposits if not pursued within the proper legal time frames 

should be returned to the defendant or submitted to the State Unclaimed Property Division. 

Recommendation: I recommend that the subsidiary ledger of amounts due to defendants and others 

be maintained and reconciled on at least a monthly basis to the amount contained in the bank account. 

All deposits and collections made into or from this bank account should flow through the subsidiary 

ledger activity sheets. These reconciliations and flae underlying workpapers should be reviewed and 
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SCI|EDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
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approved monthly by someone in an authoritative position above the person responsible for preparing 

the necessary documents. 

Auditee Response: W e are continuing to improve our procedures in this area. 

SECTION III -INTERNAL CONTROl, AND COM PLIANCE M ATERIAL TO MAJOR 

FEDERAL AW ARDS 

Not applicable since the auditee did not require a Single Audit 



DISTRICT ATTOPd~IEY OF THE THIRTY-FIRST JUDICIAl. DISTRICT 

Jennings, Louisiana 

SCHEDULE OF PRIOR YEAR AUDIT FINDINGS 

For the Year Ended December 31,2001 

SECTION 1 - Internal Control and Compliance M aterial to tile Financial Statements 

Fiscal Year Corrective Planned Corrective 

Finding Action Taken AcliordParlial 

Ref. Initially (Yes, No, Corrective Action Additional 

No. Occurred Description of Finding Partially) Taken Explanation 
96-1 1996 The Drug Seizure Agency Partially Administrative N/A 

Fund subsidiary ledger of personnel are in the 

amounts due to defendants process of developing 

and others is not being monthly procedures 

reconciled to the balance needed in order to 

in the bank statement. eliminate finding. 

SECTION II - Internal Control and Compliance M aterial to tile Federal Awards 

No findings reported. 

SECTION 111 - M anagement Letter 

No findings reported. 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TItE THIRTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Jennings, Louisiana 

M ANAGEM ENT'S CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN FOR CURRENT YEAR AUDIT FINDINGS 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2001 

Scclion 1- Internal Control and Compliance M aterial to the Financial Statements: 

Finding 2001-1 : Bid Law Non-compliance 

Auditor's Recommendation: I recommend that management review the requirements of LRS 38:2212 and 

apply them to all future purchases of materials and supplies. 

Management's Corrective Action Plan: In the future all materials and supplies in excess of the $15,000 w 

be advertised for public bid. 

Finding 1996-1 : Drug Seizure Agency Fund Controls and Procedures 

Recommendation: 1 recommend that the subsidiary ledger of amounts due to defendants and others bc 

maintained and reconciled on at least a monthly basis to the amount contained in the bank account. All 

deposits and collections made into or from this bank account should flow through the subsidiary ledgcr 

activity sheets. These reconciliations and the underlying workpapers should be reviewed and approved 

monthly by someone in an authoritative position above the person responsible for preparing the ncccssary 

documents. 

Management's Corrective Action Plan: W e are continuing to improve our procedures in this area. 

Scctiou !1- Internal Control and Compliance M aterial to Federal Awards 

No findings reported 

Section I11- M anagement Letter: 

No findings reported 
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