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122 JEFFERSON STREET ~ MANSFIELD, LOUISIANA 71052 ~ (318) 872-3007 * FAX (318) 872-1357 

Honorable Jim my Stephens 
DeSoto Parish Assessor 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

NDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

CERflFIED PUBLIC; ACCOUNTANT 

I have audited the accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of DeSoto Parish Assessor 
as of Decem ber 31, 2000, and for the year then ended, as listed in the table of contents. These 
general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the DeSoto Parish Assessor's 
m anagem ent. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial 
statem ents based on my audit. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance ,Mth generally accepted auditing standards, Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States, and the Louisiana Govern mental 
Audit Guide issued by the Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana 
Legislative Auditor. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ount and 
disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. An audit also includes exam ining, on a test 
basis, evidence supporting the am ount and disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. 
An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by 
m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statem ent presentation. 
I believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. 

In m y opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the DeSoto Parish Assessor as of Decem ber 31, 2000, 
and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conform ity with generally accepted 
accounting principles. 

In accordance with Govem m entAuditing Standards, I have also issued a report dated April 26, 2001, 
on m y consideration of the DeSoto Parish Assessor's internal control and com pliance with laws and 
regulations. 

M ansfield, Louisiana 
April 26, 2001 



DESOTO PARISH A SSESSO R 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 
BALANCE SHEET 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2000 

ASSETS 

Cash 

Ad Valorem ]axes Receivable 

State Revenue Sharing Receivable 

Office furnishings and equipm ent 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

Governm en~ l 
Fund Type 
GeneB IFund 

$ 1,289,467 $ 
556,189 

7,215 

Account G roup 
G eneral 

Fixed Assets 

70.549 

Statem ent A 

(Memorandum 
Only) 

$ 1,289,467 
556,189 

7,215 

70.549 

$ 1,852,871 $ 70,549 $ 1,923,420 

Total Liabilities - accounts payable $ 
Fund Equity: 

Investm ent in general fixed assets 

Fund balance - unreserved undesignated 

Total Fund Equity 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND EQUITY  $ 

6,519 $ 

1.846.352 

1.846.352 

70.549 

$ 6,519 

70,549 

1.846.352 

1.916.901 

1,852,871 $ 70,549 $ 1,923,420 

The acco mpanying notes are an intregral part of this statement. 3 



DESOTO PARISH ASSESSOR 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance 

Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31. 2000 

REVENUES 

Ad Valorem Taxes 

Intergovernm ental revenues: 

State revenue sharing 

Fees, charges, and com m issions for: services 

Preparing tax rolls 

Sales of tax rolls 

Charges for use of equipm ent 

Use of money and property: 

Interest earnings 

TOTAL REVENUES 

EXPENDITURES 

General govermenEtaxation 

Personal services & related benefits 

O perating serv ices 

Materials and supplies 

Travel and other charges 

Capital outlays 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

EXCESS O F REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 

Statem ent B 

Budget Actual VARIANCE 

$ 576,270 $ 575,248 $ (1,022) 

21,660 14,430 (7,230) 

2.100 

3.800 

639 

3,235 

2,266 

(1,461) 

3,235 

(1,534) 

36.000 82,034 46.034 

639.830 

372,660 

52,160 

16,700 

16,024 

35.000 

492.544 

677,852 

350,091 

41,119 

11,591 

14,245 

1.747 

418.793 

38.022 

22,569 

11,041 

5,109 

1,779 

33,253 

73.751 

147,286 259,059 111,773 

FUND BALANCE, BEGINNING OF YEAR YEAR 1,587.293 1.587,293 

FUND BALANCE, END OF YEAR $ 1,734,579 $ 1,846,352 $ 111,773 

The acco m panying notes are an integral part of this statement 4 



NTRODUCTION 

DESOTO PARISH ASSESSO R 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended December 31,2000 

As provided by LSA-RS 47:1901, the assessor is elected by the voters of the parish and serves a four-year 
term. The assessor enumerates, lists, and assesses all real and movable property in the parish, subject to ad 
valorem taxation. The asses sor is authorized to appoint as many deputies as may be necessary for the efficient 
operation of the office and to provide assistance to the taxpayers of the parish. The deputies are authorized 
to perform all functions of the office, but the assessor is officially and pecuniarily responsible for the actions of 
the deputies. 

The assessor's office is located in the DeSoto Parish Courthouse in Mansfield, Louisiana. The assessor 
employs seven employees , hcluding six deputies. In accordance with Louisiana law, the assessor bases real 
and m ovable property assessments on co nditions existing on January 1 of the tax year. The assessor 
co mpletes an assessment listing by May 1 of the tax year and subm its the list to the parish governing authority 
and the Louisiana Tax Com mission as prescribed by law. Once the assessment listing is appro ved, the 
assessor subm its the assessment roll to the parish ta x co llector vfno is responsible for collecting and distributing 
taxes to the various taxing bodies. 

At December 31, 2000, there are 19869 real property and movable property assessments totaling 
$137,347,224 and $60,068,148, respectively. This represents an decrease of 202 assessments totaling 
$572,470 over 1999, caused primarily by a decrease in public service on the 2000 taxroll. 

1. SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICA NT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES 

A . BASIS O F PRESENTATION 

The acco mpanying general purpose financial statements of the DeSoto Parish Assessor have been 
prepared in co nformity with generally accepted acco unting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted 
standard-setting body for establishing governm ental acco unting and financial reporting principles. 

B. REPORTING ENTITY 

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the DeSoto Parish Police Jury is the 
financial entity for DeSoto Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary 
government (police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially 
accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and significa nce of their relationship with 
the primary government are such that exclusion would ca use the reporting entity's financial 
statem ents to be m isleading or inco m plete. 

Governm ental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining 
which com ponent units should be co nsidered part of the OeSoto Parish Police Jury for financiaJ 
repo rting purposes . The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting 
entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determ ining 
financial acco untability. This criteria includes: 



 

DESOTO PARISH ASSESSOR 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended December 31,2000 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

B. REPORTING ENTITY(Continued) 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or 

b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose 

specific financial burdens on the police jury. 

2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally 
dependent on the police jury. 

3. Organizations for which the repo rting entity financial statements would be m isleading if data 
of the organization is not included because of the nature or significa nce of the relationship. 

Because the po lice jury provides for office space and so has approval authority over the Assessor's 
capital budget, the assessor was determ ined to be a component unit of the DeSoto Parish Police 
Jury , the financial repo rting entity. The accompanying finandtal statem ents present inform ation only 
on the funds maintained by the assessor and do not present information on the police jury, the 
general govern m ent services provided by that govern m ental unit, or the other governm ental units that 
comprise the financial reporting entity. 

C. FUND ACCO UNTING 

The asseSsor uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to aid financial 
managem ent by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a se}f-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand , an 
account group is a financial repo ding device  designed  toprovide accountability for certain assets and 
liabilities that are not recorded in the funds beca use they do not directly affect net expendable 
available financial resources. 

Funds of the assessor are classified as governmental funds. Governmental funds account for the 
asses sor's general activities , including the collect ion and disbursement of specific or legally restricted 
m onies and the acquisition of general fixed assets. Governm ental funds of the assessor include: 

1. G~neral-~J, tnd - the General Fund, as provided  by Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1906, is the 
principal fund of the assessor and acce unts for the operation of the assessor's office. Ad 
valorem tax revenue authorized by Act 292 of 1985, is acce unted for in this fund. General 
operating expenditures are paid from this fund. 



 

DESOTO PARISH ASSESSOR 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended December 31,2000 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

D. BASIS O F A CCO UNTING 

The accounting and financial repoding treatment applied to a fund is determ ined by its measurement 
focus. The General Fund is accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. 
W ith this measurement focus only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on the 
balance sheet. The operating statement of the General Fund presents increases and decreases in 
net current assets. The modified accrual basis of acco unting is used by the General Fund. The 
Genera l Fund uses the following practices in reco rding revenues and expenditures: 

1. Revenues- Ad valorem taxes and the related state revenue sharing funds are recorded in 
the year the taxes  are assessed. Ad vdorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, 
attach as an enforceable lien, and beco me due and payable on the date the tax rolls are 
filed with the reco rder of mortgages. Louisiana Revised Statute 47:t993 requires that the 
tax roll be filed on or before Novem ber 15 of each year. Ad valorem taxes beco me 
delinquent if not paid by December 31, The taxes are normally co llected in December of 
the current year and January and February of the ensuing year. Uncollected prior year 
taxes are written off at the end of the year. 

Fees for preparing tax rolls are reco gnized in the period in w hich they are earned 

Interest incom e on demand deposits is reco rded monthly when the interest is earned and 
cred ited  to the assessor's acco unt. Interest incom e on tim e deposits is reco rded w hen the 
tim e deposits have m atured and the interest is available. 

Based  on the above criteria, ad valorem taxes , state revenue sharing, and fees for preparing 
tax rolls have been treated as susceptible to accrual. 

2. Expenditures  - Expenditures are generally reco gnized under the modified accrual basis of 
acco unting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

E. BUDGETS 

The assessor uses the following budget pra ctices 

The proposed budget for the Genera l Fund, prepared on the modified accrual basis of 
accounting, is made available for public inspection at least fifteen days prior to the beg inning of 
ea ch fisca l year. The budget is then legally adopted by the assessor and amended during the 
yea r, as necessary. The budget is established and co ntrolled by the assessor at the object level 
of expenditure. Appropriations lapse at year-end and m ust be reappropriated for the following 
year to be expended. All changes or amendments to the budget must be approved by the 
assessor. 

Form al budgeta ry integration is not em ployed as a m anagem ent co ntrol device during the year, 
and encumbra nce acco unting is not used by the assessor. Budgeted amounts included in the 
acco m panying financial statem ents include the original adopted budget amounts and all 
subsequent amendments. 



 

DESOTO PARISH ASSESSO R 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 
As of and for the Year Ended December 31. 2000 

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

F. CASH 

Cash inciudesamounts in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, and money market 
aco ounts or nonnegotiable certificates of deposit. Under state law, the assessor may deposit funds 
in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand depo sits, money marketaeea unts, or time deposits with 
state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in 
Louisiana. In addition, local governments in Louisiana areauthorized to invest in the Louisiana Asset 
Management Pool, Inc. (LAMP), a non-profit co rpo ration formed by an initiative of the State Treasurer 
and organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, which operates a loca l government 
investment pool. 

Under state law, the assessor may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. 
These are classified as investments if their original maturities exceed six months; however, if the 
original m aturities are six m onths or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. Investm ents are 
stated at cost. Based on the above definitions, the assessor has no investm ents. 

G . ACCO UNTS RECEIVABLE 

Substantially all receivables are co nsidered to be fully collectible, and no allowance for 
unco llectibles is used. 

H. FIXED ASSETS 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the tim e purchased, and the related es sets are 

capitalized (repo rted ) in the general fixed assets acco unt group. No depreciation has bea n provided 
on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. 

I. CO M PENSATED A BSENCES 

The assessor has the following policy relating to vaca tion and sick leave 

Em ployees of the assessor's office receive 5 to 10 days of noncumulative vaca tion leave each 
year. Sick lea ve is gra nted  at the discretion of the assessor. At December 31, 2000, there is no 
accumulated and vested benefits relating to vaca tion and sick leave. 

The cost of leave privileges, com puted in accordance with GASB Codifica tionSection C60, is 
reco gnized as a current-year expenditure in the Genera l Fund when leave is actually taken. 

J. TOTA L CO LUM NS O N STATEM ENTS 

The total colum ns on the statements are captioned M emora ndum Only to indica te that they are 
presented  only to facilitate financial analysis Data in these colum ns do not present financial position 
or res ults of operations in co nform ity with genera lly accepted accounting principles. Neither is such 
data co m parable to a co nsolidation. 



 

DESOTO PARISH ASSESSOR 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended December 31, 2000 

LEVIED TAXES 

The assessor was authorized an ad valorem tax millage of 3.28 mills and levied taxes of 3.4Omills for 
2000. The difference between the authorized and levied millage is the re sult of reassessment of taxable 
property, required by Article 7, Section 23 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974. 

The Assessor is pem~itted to levy taxes up to 10%  of the assessed property valuation for each specified 
or, in the aggregate for all purposes 25% of the assessed valuation for the payment of principal and 
interest on long-term debt after the approval by the voters of the Parish. Property taxes are rece rded 
as receivables and revenues in the year assessed. 

Assessed values are established by the DeSoto Parish Tax Assessor each year on a uniform basis at 
the following ratios to fair market value: 

10%  land 
10%  residential im provem ents 
15%  industrial im provem ents 

15%  machinery 
15%  com m ercial im provem ents 
25%  public service properties, excluding land 

A revaluation of all property is required to be completed not less than every four years. The last 
revaluation was completed for the roll of January 1,2000. Total assessed valuewas $197,415,372 in 
2000. Louisiana state law exempts the first $7,500 of assessed value of a 
taxpayers primary residence from parish property taxes. This homestead exemption was a total of 
$28,493,940 of the assessed value in 2000. 

The following are the principal taxpayers for the Parish (2000 amounts) 

Central La. Electric Co. 

international Paper Co. 

Southwestern Electric 

Dolet Hills M ining Venture 

Northeast Texas Electric 

South Centra l Bell 

El Paso Production Co. 

Oklahoma M unicipal Power 

Southern Natura l Gas Co 
J-W  O perating Co. 

Total 

3-YP~  OF 
BUSINESS 

ASSESSED 
VALUATION 

Utility $ 37,351,498 
Manufacturing 34,596,443 

Utility 30,357,941 

M ining 4,772,720 

Utility 2,711,518 

Utility 2,742,310 

O il & Gas 2,237,356 

Utility 2,130,320 

Utility 1,846,980 

O il & Gas 1,788,900 

$ 120,535,986 

PERCENTAGE 
OF TOTAL 
ASSESSED 
_VALUATION 

18.81%  

17.42% 

15.29% 

2.40%  

1.37% 

1.38%  

1.13%  

1.07%  

0.93%  

0.90%  



3. CASH 

DESOTO PARISH ASSESSO R 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 
As of and for the Year Ended December 31. 2000 

The assessor has cash (book balances) in interest-bearing demand and time deposits totaling $1,194,446 
at Decem ber 31. 2000. 

Thes e deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the 
res ulting bank balances) must be secured byfederal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned 
by the fisea l agent bank. The m arket value ofthe pledged securities plus the federa l deposit insurance 
m ust at all times  equal the amount on deposit w ith the fiscal agent. The assessor's deposits are secured 
from risk as follows: 

Cash (bank balance) $ 

Total at risk 

Federal deposit insurance $ 

Pledged securities 

1,207,779 

1,207,779 

558,217 

649.562 

Total insurance & pledges $ 1,207,779 

The pledged securities are held in the nam e of the fiscal agent bank rather than in the nam e of the 
assessor. Because the security is not in the nam e of the assessor and is not held by the assessor, the 
deposits are considered Category 3, uninsured, in applying the credit risk of GASB Codifica tion Section 

150.164. Even though the pledged securities are co nsidered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the 
provisions of GASB Statement No. 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement 
of the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the 
assessor that the fisca l agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 

At December 31, 2000, the balance in the Louisiana Asset Management Pool, Inc. (LAMP) acco unt is 
$95,020. (See Summary of Significant Accounthg Policies Note F.) In acco rdance with GASB Codifica tion 
150.164, the ba lance in the LAMP account is not ca tegodzed  inthe three risk categories provided by GASB 
Codifica tion 150.164 beca use the ba lance i~ in the po ol of funds and therefore not evidenced by securities 
that exist in physica l or bo ok ent~ form . Only loca l governments having contracted to participate in LAM P 
have an interes t in the pool of assets. The primary objective of LAMP is to provide a safe environment for 
the placem ent of public funds in short-term , high-quality investments. The LAM P po rtfolioincludes only 
securities and other obfigations in which loca l governm ents in Louisiana are authorized to invest. 
Accordingly, LAM P investments are restricted to securities issued, guaranteed, or backed  by the U.S. 
Treasury, U. S. government, or one of its egencies, enterprises, or instrumentalities, as well as repurchase 
agreements co llatera lized by those securities. The dollar weighted average portfolio maturity of LAM P 
assets is res tdcted  to not more than 90 days, and consists of no securities with a maturity in excess of 397 
days. LAM P is designed to be highly liquid to give its participants im mediate access to their account 
balances. Therefore. under GASB 9. the assessor classifies this acco unt as cash. 



 

DESOTO PARISH ASSESSO R 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended December 31. 2000 

4. CHA NG ES IN G ENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets (office furnishings and equipment) follows 

PENSIO N PLA N 

Balance, January 1,2000 
Additions 

Deductions 

Balance. Decem ber 31. 2000 

68,802 
1,747 

-0- 

Plan D~scrJption - Substantially all em ployees of the DeSoto Parish Assessor's office are 
members of the Louisiana Assessors Retirement System (System), a cost-sharing multiple-employer 
defined benefit pension plan adm inistered by a separate board of trustees. 

All full-time employees who are under the age of 60 at the time of original em ployment and are not drawing 
retirement benefits from any other public retirem ent system in Louisiana are required to participate in the 
System . Employees  who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited service or at or after age 
50 with at least 30 years of credited service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, 
equal to 3 percent of their final-average salary for each year of credited serv ice, not to exceed 100 percent 
of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee~ avera ge salary over the 36 consecutive 
or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate within at least 12 years of 
service and do not withdra w their employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the 
benefit accrued to their date of term ination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. 
Benefits are established or amended by state statute. 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and 
required supplem entary information for the System . That report m ay be obtained by w riting to the 
Louisiana Assessors' Retirement System , Post Office Box 1786, Shreveport, Louisiana 71166-1786, or 
by calling (318) 425-4446. 

Funding PoJi~y - Plan m em bers are required by state statute to contribute 7.0 percent of their annual 
co vered salary and the DeSoto Padsh Assessor is required to co ntribute at an actuarially determined ra te. 
The current ra te is 6.0 percent of annual co vered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one- 
fourth of one percent (one percent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be co llectible by the tax rolls 
of each parish, plus revenue shadrg funds appropriated bythe legislature. The co ntribution requirem ents 
of plan m em bers and the DeSoto Parish Assessor are established and m ay be am ended by state statute. 
As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer co ntributions are determined by actuarial 
valuation and are subject to change each year based  cn the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal yea r. 
The DeSoto Padsh Assessor's contdbutions tothe System for the years ending Decem ber 31,2000, 1999, 
and 1998, were $14,897, $13,521, and $12,193, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each 
year. 



 

DESOTO PARISH ASSESSOR 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 
As of and for the Year Ended December 31,2000 

6. OTHER POST-EM PLOYM ENT BENEFITS 

The DeSoto Parish Assessor provides certain continuing health care and life insurance benefits for its 
retired employees. Substanf~ally all of the assessor's employees become eligible for these benefits if they 
reach normal retirement age while working for the assessor. These benefits for the three retirees are 
provided through an insurance co m pany on a pay-as-you-go basis. The assessor pays 100% of the 
premiums. The assessor reco gnizes he co st of providing these benefits (assessor's co st of premiums) as 
an expenditure w hen the m onthly prem iums are paid. For the year ended Decem ber 31, 2000, the total 
amount of premiums paid for retirees totaled $19,631. 

7. LEASES 

The assessor has operating leases of the following nature 

Auto lease, 36 month term, payments $479.40 monthly, dated March 28, 1998. Purchase 
price at term - $7994. 

Lease payments were $5,273 in 2000 

The m inimum annual co m mitments under noncancelable operating leases are as follows 

Fisca l year 

2001 

Total 

Equipm ent 

1,438 

$ 1,438 

8. EXPENDITURES OF THE ASSESSOR NOT INCLUDED IN THE FINANCIAL. STATEM ENTS 

Certain operating expenditures of the assessor's office are paid by the parish police jury as required by 
Louisiana Revised  Statute 33:4714. These expenditures are sum marized as follows and are not included 
in the accom panying financial statem ents: 

Janitorial services, utilities, and ca pital expenditures and im provem ents 

9. LITIGATION AND CLAIMS 

During 2000 the DeSoto Parish Assessor was not involved in any litigation nor is he aware of any 
unasserted claims. 

10. RISK FINANCIING 

The Assessor is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, damage to, and destruction of 
assets; errors and omissions, and injuries to employees. To handle some rick of loss, the Assessor has 
workers' compensation insurance for eny employee injured on the job and surety bond co verage. No 
settled  claims from these risks have exceededinsurance coverage for the past three years. There are no 
significant reductions in insurance co vera ge from co verage in the prior year. 

12 



122 JEFFERSON STREET " MANSFIELD, LOUISIANA 71052 " (318) 872-3007 ~ FAX (318) 872-1357 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

NDEPENDENT AUDITO R'S REPO RT O N CO M PLIANCE AND INTERNAL CO NTROL 
OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE 
W ITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

Honorable Jim m y Stephens 
DeSoto Parish Assessor 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the DeSoto Parish Assessor as of Decem ber 
31, 2000, and for the year then ended, and have issued my report thereon dated April 26, 2001. I 
conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States and the Louisiana Governmental Audit 
Guide issued by the Society of Louisiana Certified Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. 

Com pliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the DeSoto Parish Assessor's general purpose 
financial statem ents are free of m aterial misstatem ent, I perform ed tests of its com pliance with certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance with which could have a direct and 
m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. However, providing an opinion on 
compliance with those provisions was not an objective of my audit and, accordingly, I do not express such 
an opinion. The results of my tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required to be 
reported under Govern m ent Auditing Standards. 

nternal Control O ver Financial Reoortino 

In planning and perform ing my audit, I considered DeSoto Parish Assessor's internal control over financial 
reporting in order to determine my auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the 
general purpose financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial 
reporting. M y consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose 
all m atters in the internal control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial 
weakness is a cond~ion in which that design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control components 
does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in 
relation to the general purpose financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected within 
a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. I noted no 
m atters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that I consider to be m aterial 
weaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform alion of the DeSoto Parish Assessor. However, this report is a m atter 
of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

M ansfield, Louisiana 
April 26, 2001 
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THIS SCHEDULE HAS BEEN PREPARED BY MANAGEMENT 

[This form is an unaudited inform ational documenl LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR 
prepared by management of the agency,] BATON ROUGE LA 70804 

DATA CO LLECTION FO RM 
FOR REPORTING ON STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND QUASI-PUBLIC ENTITIES 

OMB Form 0348-0057 may be used as a substitute for this form. RETURN to: Legislative Auditor 
Date Submitted 04 / 26 / 01 Attn: Engagement Processing 

Post Office Box 94397 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9397 

t. Fiscal Year Ending Date For This Submission: 2. Type of Repod: 
12_/._31 / (30 [3 Single Audit X GAO Audit Standards Audit 

3. Audit Period Covered [] Compilation [] Compilation/Attestation 
X Annual [] Biennial [] Program Audit [] Other 
O Other to 

4. AUDITEE INFORMATION 5. AUDITOR INFORMATION 
Auditee Name Firm Name 

DeSoto Parish Assessor Deborah D, Dees CPA 
Street Address (Number and Street) Street Address (Number and Street) 

122 Jefferson Street 
Mailing Address (PC No.) Mailing Address (PC No.) 
P. O. Box 511 
City State Zip City State Zip 
Mansfield LA 71052 Mansfield LA 71052 
Auditee Contact Auditor Contact 
Name Title Name Title 
Jimmy Stephene Assessor Debo rah D. Dees CPA 
Telephone Fax Telephone Fax 
318-872-3610 318-872-3007 318-872-1357 
Email (Optional) Email(Optional) 

ddeesepa(~.bellsouth,n~ 
Component Units Included W ithin the Report and for W hich No Separate Report W ill Be Issued: 

If there ere no modifications to the auditors financial opinion, no reported deficiencies in internal control, no reported instances of 
noncompliance, and no manaqement letter, check this box and do not comnlete the rest of the form. X 

6. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
a. Type of audit report on financial statements. [] Not Applicable 

D Unqualified Opinion [] Qualified Opinion [] AdverseOpinlon [] DiselaimerofOplnlon 
b. ls a 'going concern' explanatory paragraph included in the audit report? [] Yes [] No 
c, Doanyofthefundshavedeficitbalances? [] Yes [] No 

7. INTERNAL CONTROL 
Do the comments on internal control include: D materialweaknesses [] other conditions 

8. COMPLIANCE 
Do the comments on oomnliance include: [] criminalaets [] fraud and abuse [] notaDDlicable 

g. CURRENT YEAR MANAGEMENT LETTER (Finding Caption and No.) 
Resolved [] Yes [] No [] No Longer Applicable 
Resolved [] Yes [] No [] No Longer Applicable 
Resolved [] Yes [] No [] No Lonner Anolicahle 

10. SCHEDULE OF CURRENT YEAR FINDINGS/QUESTIONED COSTS (Finding Caption and No.) 
$.__ __ __  Resolved [] Yes [] No [] No Longer Applicable 
$. Resolved [] Yes [] No [] No Longer Applicable 
$,__ __ __  Resolved [] Yes [] No [] No Longer Applicable 
$.__ __ __  Resolved [] Yes [] No [] No Longer Applicable 
4__ __ __  Resolved [] Yes [] No [] No Longer Applicable 
$ R~,~c, lv~,d n v,=. n Nn n N. i nnnmr Annlim~hl~ 

Do any findings address nepotism, ethicsviolationsorrelatedpartytransactions? [] Yes[] No 
Do any findin~s address violation of bond indenture covenants? [] Yes[] No 
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