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M r. Johnny W yatt, M arshal 
City of Bossier City, Louisiana 

Independent Auditors' Report 

W e have audited the accompanying financial statements of the Bossier City M arshal, a component unit of 
the City of Bossier City, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2000. These financial 
statements are the responsibility of the Bossier City M arshal's management. Our responsibility is to 
express an opinion on these financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the Untied States of 
Am erica and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perfonu 
the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and 
disclosures in the financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used 
and significant estimates made by m anagement as well as evaluating the overall financial statement 
presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m aterial respects, the 
financial position of the Bossier City M arshal as of December 31, 2000, and the results of its operations 
for the year then ended in conform ity w ith accounting prlneiples generally accepted in the U nited States of 
Am erica. 

In accordance w ith Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated M arch 2, 2001, 
on our consideration of the Bossier City M arshal's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of 
its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contraets and grants. That report is an integral 
part of an audit perform ed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should be read in 
conjunction with this report in considering the results of our audit. 

M arch 2, 2001 





BO SSIER CITY M ARSH AL, A COM PONENT UNIT 
OF THE CITY OF BOSSIER CITY, LOUISIANA 

Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in 
Fund Balance - Governmental Fund Types - Special Revenue 

Year ended December 31, 2000 
(with comparative totals for the year ended December 31, 1999) 

Revenues: 
City Court $ 
Contributions 
Garnishments 
Sales and seizures 
Interest 
M isce llaneous 
Commissions and fees 

Total revenues 

Expenditures: 
Public safety: 
Car allowance 
Training 
Travel, lodging, and meals 
Other operating 
Payments to the M arshal 
Garnishments 

Capital outlay 

Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
over expenditures 

Othe.r financing sourCes (I.t ses); 
Operating transfers in 
Operating transfers out 

Total other financing 
sources (uses) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
and other financing sources 
over expenditures and other 
financing uses 

Fund balances, beginning of year 

Fund balances, end of year $ 

Contingency 
Fund 

08,305 
10,000 

3,916 

Garnishment 
Fund 

General 
Fund 

12,057 
99 

3,300 
- 

. 
- 11,803 

122,221 431,831 27,259 

7,677 
9,533 
11,338 
28,755 

57,303 

11,524 

68,827 

53,394 

29,873 

83,267 

14,810 

98,077 

See accompanying notes to financial statements. 

Probation 
Fund 

Totals 
(Memorandum Only) 
2000 1999 

108,305 
10,090 
431,831 
12,057 
4,015 
3,300 

43,309 55,112 
43,3~9 624,620 

7,552 702 
22,680 20,420 230 
409,151 - - 

27,972" 932 

431,83 27,972 

26,442 37.966 

(713) 15,935 

(d,477) (25,396) 

(4,477) (25,396) 

(5,190) 

7,497 

(9,461) 

42,102 

68,616 

29,873 
(29,873) 

68,616 

164:09 

76,904 
10,000 
486,409 
18,966 
2,015 

37,204 
631,498 

8,322 
15,273 
3~98 
26,253 
44549 
461,482 
555,577 

2~049 

584,626 

46,872 

17,537 



BO SSIER CITY M ARSH AL, A CO M PONENT UNIT 
OF TH E CITY OF BOSSIER CITY , LOUISIAN A 

Statement of Changes in Asset 
and Liability - Agency Fund 

Traffi c Fund 

For the year ended Decem ber 3 l, 2000 

Asset - cash $ 

Liability - due to City Court $ 

Balance 
January 1, 

2000 Additions Deductions 

See accom panying notes to financial statem ents 

634,494 

634,494 

634~94 

634,494 

Balance 
Decem ber 31, 

2000 



BOSSIER CITY M ARSH AL, A COM PONENT UNIT 
OF TIlE CITY O F BO SSIER CITY, LOUISIANA 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 

Decem ber 31, 2000 

(1) Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 

The Bossier City M arshal (the "M arshal") is a separate department within the City of Bossier City's 
(the "City") organizational structure. The M arshal's office is funded by the City. Properly and 
equipment purchased by the City arc recorded in the City's general fixed asset account group. The 
M arshal's departm ental expenses such as payroll and related costs, m aintenance, utilities, etc., are 
paid for by the City. These financial statem ents account for all activities of the M arshal's office not 
funded by the City. 

Tile M arshal is tile executor of the City Court and, therefore, is responsible for executing the orders 
and mandates of the City Court. 

(4) Reporting Entity 
The basic criterion for determ ining whether a governm ental department, agency, institution, 
com m ission, public authority, or other governmental organization should be included in a 
prim ary governm ental unit's reporting entity for general purpose financial statem ents is 
financial accountability. Financial accountability includes the appointm ent of a voting 
majority of the organization's governing body and the ability of the primary government to 
im pose its will on the organization or if there is a financial benefil/burden relationship. Ill 
addition, all organization which is fiscally dependent on the prim ary governm ent should be 
included in its reporting entity. 

The M arshal's financial statem ents are included in tile City's reporting entity as a discretely 
presented component unit because of the significance of their financial relationship with the 
City. 

The M arshal is an elected offi cial who is fiscally dependent on the City. The City has the 
ability to m odify or approve the budget which is funded by the City's General Fund except for 
certain funds collected as court costs, pursuant to state statute, which are under the control of 
the M arshal. The M arshal serves the citizenry  of the City. 

(B) Basis of Accounting 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recoguized in the ace ounts 
and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing of the 
measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. Governmental funds are 
accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the m odified accrual 
basis of accounting, revenues are recorded when susceptible to accrual, i.e., both m easurable 
and available. Revenues are prim arily recorded when received in cash because they are 
generally not m easurable until actually received. Expenditures are recognized when the 
related fund liability is incurred. The accompanying financial statements have been prepared 
on the modified accrual basis of accounting. 

5 (Continued) 



BOSSIER CITY M ARSH AL, A COM PONENT UNIT 
O F TIlE CITY OF BO SSIER CITY, LOUISIANA 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 

Decem ber 31, 2000 

(C) Basis of Presentation - Fund Accounting 

The accounts of tbe M arshal are organized on the basis of funds or account groups, each of 
which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted 
for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund 
balance, revenues and expenditures. The following funds are used by the M arshal: 

G O VERN M ENTAL FUNDS 

Governmental funds are those through which m ost govern mental functions are financed. 
The acquisition, use, and balances of expendable financial resources and the related 
liabilities are accounted for through governm ental funds. All governm ental funds are 
accounted for on a spending m easurem ent focus w here the focus is upon determ ination 
of changes in financial position rather than upon net incom e determ ination. Eacb of the 
following funds are considered special revenue funds for financial reporting purposes 
given that specific revenue sources of each are restricted to use for a specified purpose. 
The fund captioned General Fund is not a general fund as defined for governmental 
financial reporting purposes. 

Con/inpenev Fund 

The Contingency Fund is used to account for m onthly receipts from the City Court for 
the M arshal's share of additional court costs assessed by the court. Both the M arshal 
and City Court receive fifteen dollars per crim inal case as authorized by Louisiana State 
Statute R.S. 13:1899C. The M arshal uses this fund to pay for the operational expenses 
of the office. This fund also accounts for the collections of traffic and court im posed 
fines which are rem itted to the City Court and from which the M arsbal receives a 
comm ission. 

G arnishm ent Fund 

The Garnishm ent Fund is used to account for the collection and disbursem ent of 
garnishments of wages in accordance with the orders and writs of the City Court. The 
M arshal receives a com m ission of six percent for the execution of orders and writs of 
the City Court as authorized by Louisiana State Statute R.S. 33:170,1. 

G eneral Fund 

The General Fund is used to account for the collection and disbursem ent of the sale and 
seizure of property in accordance with the orders and writs of the City Court. The 
M arshal receives a com m ission of six percent for the execution of the seizure and sale 
and fees for related services as established by Louisiana State Statute R.S. 33:1704. 

6 (Continued) 



BO SSIER CITY M ARSItAL, A CO M PONENT UNIT 
O F TIIE CITY O F BO SSIER CITY, LOUISIANA 

PrubaOon Fund 

Notes to Financial Statements 

December 31, 2000 

The Probation Fund is used to account for the collection of probation fees as ordered by 
the Court. The funds are used for purchases of equipm ent and paym ent of other 
operational expenses of the M arshal's office. 

AGENCY FUNDS 

The Agency Fund is used to account for assets held by the M arshal's office as all agent 
for others. Agency funds are custodial in nature and do not present results of operations 
or have a m easurem ent focus. 

Traffic Fund 

The Traffic Fund is an agency fund that is used to account for the collection and 
disbursem ent of traffic fines collected for tile Court. 

ACCOUNT GROUP 

An account group is used to establish accounting control and accountability for the 
M arshal's general fixed assets. 

G eneral Fixed A ssets A ccount G rou 

Tiffs account group was established to account for all fixed assets purchased with 
monies from the M arshal's funds as described above. 

(D) Fixed Assets 

The accounting and reporting treatm ent applied to the fixed assets associated w ith a fund are 
determ ined by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for on a 
spending or "financial flow" m easurem ent focus. This m eans that only current assets and 
current liabilities are generally included on their balance sheets. This reported fund balance 
(net current assets) is considered a measure of"available spendable resources." Governmental 
fund operating statements present increases (revenues and other financial sources) and 
decreases (expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. Aecordingly, they are 
said to present a summ ary of sources and uses of "available spendable resources" during a 
period. 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted 
for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in governm ental funds. N o 
depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets

, nor has interest been capitalized. 

All fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estim ated historical cost if actual historical cost 
is not available. Donated fixed assets are valued at their estim ated fair value on the date 
donated. 

7 (Continued) 



BOSSIER CITY M ARSH AL, A COM PONENT UNIT 
OF TIlE CITY OF BO SSIER CITY, LOUISIANA 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 

Decem ber 31, 2000 

The account group is not a "fund." It is concern ed only w ith the m easurem ent of financial 
position. It is not involved with m easurem ent of results of operations. 

(E) hwome Taxes 

As part of a govermnental unit, the funds of the Marshal are not subject to federal or state 
incom e taxes. 

(F) Budgets 

The M arshal does not fonnally adopt budgets for the Contingency, Garn ishment, General, 
Probation and Traffic Funds and, therefore, budget to actual com parisons have not been 
presented w ith these financial statem ents. 

(G) Total Colunms on Combined Financial Statements 

Total colum ns on the combined financial statem ents are captioned "Totals-M em orandmn 
Only" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these 
columns do not present financial position or results of operations, in confonuity with generally 
accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to consolidation, lnterfund 
eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 

(1t) Comparative TotaI Data 

Comparative total data for the prior year have been presented in the accompanying financial 
statements in order to provide an understanding of changes in the M arshal's financial position 
and operations, However, comparative data (i.e., presentation of prior year totals by fund) 
have not been presented in each of the statem ents, since their inclusion would m ake the 
statem ents unduly com plex and difficult to read. Certain am ounts relating to 1999 have been 
reclassified in the accompanying financial statements in order to conform with the 2000 
presentation. 

(1) lnterfund Transactions 

Interfund transactions which constitute reimbursements of a fund for expenditures or expenses 
initially m ade from that fund which are properly applicable to another fund are recorded as 
expenditures or expenses in the reimbursing fund and as reductions of the expenditure or 
expense in the fund that is being reim bursed. N onrecurring or nonroutine transfers of equity 
between funds are treated as residual equity transfers and are reported as additions to or 
reductions from fund balance. A ll other transfers are treated as operating transfers and are 
included in the results of operations. 

(J) Cash Equivalents 

The M arshal's office considers all certificates of deposit w ith an original m aturity of three 
months or less when purchased to be cash equivalents. 

(Continued) 



BO SSIER CITY M ARSH AL, A CO M PONENT UNIT 
O F TIlE CITY O F BO SSIER CITY, LOUISIANA 

Notes to Financial Statements 

December 31, 2000 

(2) Cash 
All deposits of the M arshal's office are held by area financial institutions. At Decem ber 31, 2000, 
the carrying amount of the M arshal's deposits was $251,644 and the bank balance was $265,871. 
A ll deposits are insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. D uring 2000, the M arshal 
purchased two certificates of deposit with cash from the Contingency Fund. These certificates of 
deposit comprise $159,391 of cash deposits at December 31,2000. 

(3) Fixed Assets 

The changes in general fixed assets for the year ended December 31, 2000 consist exclusively of 
additions of furniture, equipment and vehicles in the amount of $37,966. 



333 "lexas Street, Suite 1900 
Shreveport, LA 71101-3692 

Report on Com pliance and on Internal Control O ver 
Financial Reporting Based on an Audit of Financial Statem ents 
Perform ed in Accordance W ith Governm ent A uditing Standards 

M r. Johnny W yatt, M arshal 
City of Bossier City, Louisiana 

W e have audited the financial statements of the Bossier City Marshal (the "Marshal"), as of and for the 
year ended December 31, 2000, and have issued our report thereon dated M arch 2, 2001. W e conducted 
our audit in accordance w ith auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of Am erica and tile 
standards applicable to financial audits coutained in Government /1uditing Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States. 

Com pliance 
A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the M arshal's financial statem ents are free of 
m aterial m isstatem ent, we perform ed tests of its compliance w ith certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts and grants, noncom pliance with which could have a direct and m aterial effect on the 
determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 
provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The 
results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under 
Government/1 uditing Standards. 

Internal Control O ver Financial R eporting 
In planning and performing our audit, we considered the M arshal's internal control over financial 
reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the 
general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial 
reporting. Our consideration of the intern al co ntrol over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose 
all m atters in the internal co ntrol over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A material 
weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control com ponents 
does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in 
relation to the general purpose financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a 
tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. W e noted no 
m atters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be 
m aterial weaknesses. However, we noted other matters involving the internal control over financial 
reporting, which we have reported to the M arshal in a separate letter dated M arch 2, 2001. 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the M arshal, managem ent, and the State of 
Louisiana Legislative Auditor and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these 
specified parties. 

M arch 2, 2001 



M arch 2, 2001 

333 Texas Street, Suite 7900 
Shreveport, LA 71101-3692 

CONFIDENTIAL 

M r. Johnny W yatt, M arshal 
City of Bossier City, Louisiana 

W e have audited the financial statements of the Bossier City Marshal (the "M arshal") as of and for the 
fiscal year ended Decem ber 31, 2000 and have issued our report thereon dated M arch 2, 2001. In planning 
and performing our audit of the financial statements of the M arshal, we considered its internal control in 
order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial 
statements. An audit does not include exam ining the effectiveness of internal control and does not provide 
assurance on internal control. W e have not considered internal control since the date of our report. 

During our audit, we noted certain matters involving internal control and other operational matters that are 
presented for your consideration. These comments and recomm endations, all of which have been 
discussed w ith the appropriate m embers of m anagem ent, are intended to improve intern al control or result 
in other operating efficiencies and are sum m arized as follows: 

CASH DEPOSITS 

The M arshal's office only m akes cash deposits a few tim es a week for the Probation Fund. The Louisiana 
statutes state that cash deposits m ust be m ade daily. KPM G recom m ends that the M arshal's office 
implement the practice of m aking daily deposits of cash collected. 

M anagem ent's response - Daily deposits will be made of all funds collected in any form 

RECO NCILIA TION TO PROBATIO N LO G 

M anagem ent's response - Both the M arshal's offi ce and probation department w ill balance together with 
com puter back up to verify all receipts of funds. 



M r. Johnny W yatt, M arshal 
City of Bossier City, Louisiana 
M arch 2, 2001 
Page 2 

DISBUR SEM EN TS 

During 2000, reim bursem ents of expenses were paid based on receipts and statem ents. In order to reduce 
the likelihood of duplicate payments, we recommend the M arshal establish a policy to only make 
reimbursements based on actual receipts. 

W e selected a sam ple of twenty-seven disbursem ents to test that the M arshal's files contained supporting 
docum entation for each item . Of the twenty-seven disbursements selected we noted one item for which 
the M arshal provided a duplicate invoice as support. W e recom m end the M arshal establish a policy to 
require that all original supporting documentation for disbursements be maintained in the M arshal's files. 

M anagem ent's response - All disbursements will be accom panied by a receipt. 

GARNISH M ENTS 

There are several garnishm ent checks that were paid to a defendant several years ago that have never been 
cashed. According to state law, the M arshal should escheat the funds to the State after the appropriate 
period has elapsed. In the current year, the old garnishment account was closed and the checks that had 
been outstanding for several years were deposited into the new garnishment account. 

W e recom m end the M arshal establish a payable for the am ount that eventually w ill be eschealed if not 
claim ed. 

M anagem ent's response - The funds that are kept separate will be held tile proper length of time and then 
released to the State of Louisiana, Department of Revenue and Taxation. 

TRA FFIC RECEIPTS 

There is currently not a proper segregation of duties in the traffic receipts process. The sam e person that 
receives the m oney for fines also records and reconciles the cash drawer balance. The duties of recording 
transactions and reconciling cash should be segregated. 

M anagem ent's response - These funds are now verified by the City Court and a second officer in the 
M arshal's office. 

Our audit procedures are designed prim arily to enable us to form an opinion on the financial statem ents, 
and therefore m ay not bring to light all weaknesses in policies or procedures that m ay exist. W e aim , 
however, to use our knowledge of the M arshal's organization gained during our work to m ake comments 
and suggestions that we hope w ill be useful to you. 



M r. Johnny W yatt, M arshal 
Cily of Bossier City, Louisiana 
M arch 2, 2001 
Page 3 

This report is intended solely for the use of the Bossier City M arshal and others w ithin the organization 
and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than those specified parties. 

W e appreciate the assistance and cooperation of all of the personnel of the M arshal. W e will be pleased to 
discuss these comm ents and recommendations with you at any tim e. 

Very truly yours, 



M arch 2, 2001 

333 Texas Street, Suite 1900 
Shreveport, LA 71101-3692 

M r. Johnny W yatt, M arshal 
City of Bossier City, Louisiana 

O ur Responsibility Under Auditing Standards G enerally Accepted in the U nited States of Am erica 

W e have a responsibility to conduct our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in 
the United States of Am erica. In carrying out this responsibility, we planned and performed the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statem ents are free of material m isstatement, 
whether caused by error or fraud. Because of the nature of audit evidence and the characteristics of fraud, 
we are to obtain reasonable, not absolute, assurance that m aterial m isstatem ents are detected. W e have no 
responsibility to plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance that m isstatem ents, whether 
caused by error or fraud, that are not material to the financial statements are detected. 

In addition, in planning and performing our audit, we considered internal control in order to determine our 
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements. An audit does 
not include exam ining the effectiveness of internal control and does not provide assurance on intern al 
control. 

Significant Accounting Policies 

The significant accounting policies used by the M arshal are described in Note 1 to tile financial statem ents 

N o new accounting standards or new accounting policies were adopted and the application of existing 
policies was not changed during 2000. 

M anagem ent Judgm ents and Accounting Estim ates 

Accounting estimates are an integral part of the financial statem ents prepared by managem ent and are 
based on management's current judgments. Certain accounting estimates are particularly sensitive 
because of their significance to the financial statem ents and because of the possibility that future events 
affecting them may differ markedly from management's current judgments. 

Significant Audit Adjustments 

In connection with our audit of your financial statements, we have not discovered or discussed with 
m anagem ent any significant financial statement m isstatements that have not been corrected for in your 
books and record s as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2000. 

IIII 



M r. Johnny W yatt, M arshal 
City of Bossier City, Louisiana 
M arch 2, 2001 
Page 2 

Disagreem ents with M anagem ent 

There were no disagreements with management on financial accounting and reporting m atters that, if not 
satisfactorily resolved, would have caused a modification of our report on the M arshal's financial 
statem ents. 

Consultation w ith O ther A ccountants 

To the best of our knowledge, m anagement has not consulted with or obtained opinions, written or oral, 
from other independent accountants during the past year that were subject to the requirements of AU 625, 
Reports on the Application of Accounting Principles. 

M ajor Issues Discussed with M anagement Prior to Retention 

W e generally discuss a variety of m atters, including the application of accounting principles and auditing 
standards, w ith m anagement each year prior to retention as the M arshal's auditors. However, these 
discussions occurred in the normal course of our professional relationship and our responses were not a 
condition to our retention. 

l)iffieulties Encountered in Perform ing the A udit 

W e encouatered no serious difficulties in dealing w ith m anagem ent in perform ing our audit 

This inform ation is intended solely for the inform ation and use of the M arshal, m anagem ent and the Slate 
of Louisiana Legislative Auditor and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than 
these specified parties. 

Very truly yours, 


