
 
 

NATCHITOCHES PARISH DETENTION CENTER 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

COMPLIANCE AUDIT 
ISSUED OCTOBER 21, 2009 

 



LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR 
1600 NORTH THIRD STREET 

POST OFFICE BOX 94397 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA  70804-9397 

 
LEGISLATIVE AUDIT ADVISORY COUNCIL 

REPRESENTATIVE NOBLE E. ELLINGTON, CHAIRMAN 
 

SENATOR NICHOLAS “NICK” GAUTREAUX 
SENATOR WILLIE L. MOUNT 
SENATOR EDWIN R. MURRAY 

SENATOR BEN W. NEVERS, SR. 
SENATOR JOHN R. SMITH 

REPRESENTATIVE NEIL C. ABRAMSON 
REPRESENTATIVE CHARLES E. “CHUCK” KLECKLEY 

REPRESENTATIVE ANTHONY V. LIGI, JR. 
REPRESENTATIVE CEDRIC RICHMOND 

 
LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR 
STEVE J. THERIOT, CPA 

 
DIRECTOR OF COMPLIANCE AUDIT 

DAN DAIGLE, CPA, CIA, CFE 
 
 

Under the provisions of state law, this report is a public document.  A copy of this report has been 
submitted to the Governor, to the Attorney General, and to other public officials as required by 
state law.  A copy of this report has been made available for public inspection at the Baton Rouge 
office of the Legislative Auditor and at the office of the parish clerk of court. 
 
 
This document is produced by the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, Post Office Box 94397, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9397 in accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513.  Five 
copies of this public document were produced at an approximate cost of $13.60.  This material 
was produced in accordance with the standards for state agencies established pursuant to R.S. 
43:31.  This report is available on the Legislative Auditor’s Web site at www.lla.la.gov.  When 
contacting the office, you may refer to Agency ID No. 5833 or Report ID No. 50090005 for 
additional information. 
 
In compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance relative to 
this document, or any documents of the Legislative Auditor, please contact Wayne “Skip” Irwin, 
Administration Manager, at 225-339-3800. 

 



 
 

LOUISIANA LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR 
 

STEVE J. THERIOT, CPA 
 
 

1600 NORTH THIRD STREET • POST OFFICE BOX 94397 • BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70804-9397 
 

WWW.LLA.LA.GOV • PHONE: 225-339-3800 • FAX: 225-339-3870 

October 21, 2009 
 
 

Honorable Victor E. Jones, Jr., Sheriff 
Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Office 
Natchitoches Parish Detention Center 
200 Church St. 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 
 
Dear Sheriff Jones: 

 
We have audited certain transactions of the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Office - 

Detention Center (NPDC) for the period July 1, 2005, to December 31, 2008.  Our audit was 
conducted in accordance with Title 24 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes to determine the 
propriety of certain transactions. 

 
Our audit consisted primarily of inquiries and the examination of selected financial 

records and other documentation.  The scope of our audit was significantly less than that required 
of an audit by Government Auditing Standards; therefore, we are not offering an opinion on 
NPDC’s financial statements or system of internal control nor assurance as to compliance with 
laws and regulations.  The concerns and results of our audit are listed below for your 
consideration. 

 
After examining selected NPDC invoices, we noted instances where the NPDC may have 

violated the Louisiana Public Bid Law (materials and supplies).1  During fiscal years 2006, 2007, 
and 2008, the NPDC purchased inmate prescription drugs and over-the-counter stock medicines 
from a local pharmacy in addition to purchasing medical supplies and janitorial supplies from 
vendors in excess of $20,000 annually without an advertisement for public bid.  The Attorney 
General’s Office has issued two opinions, 02-0122 and 03-0437, that prescription drugs 
purchased for prisoners whose total cost for the fiscal year exceed the bid threshold must be 
purchased by public bid.  

 
NPDC contracts with ARAMARK (food services vendor) to provide food services for its 

inmates, staff, and visitors at the NPDC.  During our examination of meal records, we noted that 
from January 2008 to February 2009, NPDC paid ARAMARK $30,450 for meals it did not 
provide. ARAMARK records during the same period indicate that duplicate dinner charges for 
work release inmates were billed in error to the NPDC.  ARAMARK has agreed to credit the 
NPDC for the duplicate charges.  In addition, NPDC does not have a policy to define when 
meals are provided to employees. 
                                                 
1R.S. 38:2212.1 (public bid law) requires all purchases of any materials or supplies exceeding the sum of twenty thousand dollars to be paid out 
of public funds shall be advertised and let by contract to the lowest responsible bidder who has met the specifications as advertised. 
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We recommend that NPDC: 
 

(1) comply with the provisions of the Public Bid Law;  

(2) review all ARAMARK invoices for accuracy before disbursing payments; 
and  

(3) establish a policy to limit meals provided to employees for business 
necessity only. 

 
This correspondence represents our findings and recommendations as well as 

management’s response.  This correspondence is intended primarily for the information and use 
of management of NPDC.  I trust this information will assist you in the efficient and effective 
operations of the agency.  Should you have any questions, please contact me at (225) 339-3839 
or Mr. Dan Daigle, Compliance Audit Director, at (225) 339-3808. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steve J. Theriot, CPA 
Legislative Auditor  

 
DD:SJT:sr 



________________________________________________________APPENDIX A 

 

Management’s Response 



NATCHITOCHES PARISH DETENTION CENTER ______________________________  

 



VICTOR E. JONES, JR. 
Sheriffand Ex-Officio Tax Collector 

Natchitoches Parish 
October 5, 2009 

Steve J. Theriot, CPA 

Legislative Auditor 

1600 North Third Street 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 

Dear Mr. Theriot: 

The specific provisions of the Public Bid Law are somewhat ambiguous with respect to the purchase of 

prescription drugs for inmate use and the applicabili~~c.9f public bid requirements for such 

purchases. With respect to these and all of our pur~h~~thg activities, my office has always sought to 

obtain the best materials and supplies at the lowestcost tpthis office in compliance with what we 

believed to be the applicable:J~'~~'~j?~~llP~e~ta~dth~tt?e.Lo~j~iasa N~~rney General has rendered 
opinions that treat contracts fon~~arrti~CeLJti:alservkeSOl1behalf of'jnmates as the purchase of materials 

and supplies and which further re~!re aggre~~tj~I"lOfanticjpatedsmalljrpurchasesof prescription 

medications for a fiscal,year to deter,~lne wb~t~E!rtl1ebidth~esholda~ount will be met. Generally 

speaking, the Attorney General is of t~~;ppipi~:that hase.spf pri:!scription medications by jail 

custodians for inmates must be sUbj~t to the pUhlj~.process. W~.were not aware of these 

interpretations. We will, in light of:four advi.ce,instfl;lctNPSOstaff to make prescription purchases by 

public bid for those items WhOSl;l'total coste~eq~tfl~ bid threshold. 
--;;----- .---­

We have also established an7~Jdiii(,n'aj\:i ofioternalBfisdJt'controls re~~irin~'weekIY review of all 

Aramark invoices in order to verify invoice accutac:y. 

We are in the process of making policy modificatiol1$'ll1 order to limit meals provided to employees for 
businessnecessity~onlY· -------­

I want to personally thank you and your audit team for identifying the listed findings. We will make 

every effort to achieve the compliance standard appropriate to the findings. 

Sincerely, 

~±~r~' 
Sheriff 

P.O. BOX 266 NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA 71458 318/352-6432 




