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TELEPHONE:  (225) 339-3800 
FACSIMILE:    (225) 339-3870 STEVE J. THERIOT, CPA 

LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR 

 
Independent Auditor’s Report 

 
 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY FOR THE 
  EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Winnfield, Louisiana 
 
We attempted to audit the accompanying financial statements of each fund of the District 
Attorney for the Eighth Judicial District (District Attorney), as of and for the year ended 
December 31, 2005, which collectively comprise a portion of the District Attorney’s basic 
financial statements required by accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of 
America.  These financial statements are the responsibility of management of the District 
Attorney.   
 
Management has not presented (1) government-wide financial statements to display the financial 
position and changes in financial position of its governmental activities; (2) management’s 
discussion and analysis; (3) notes to the basic financial statements; and (4) budgetary comparison 
information, all of which are the responsibility of management and required by accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America.   
 
As explained in Exhibits A and B of this report, the District Attorney did not have adequate 
documentation to support financial transactions reflected in the accompanying financial 
statements.  Therefore, we could not apply sufficient audit procedures to enable us to express an 
opinion on the fair presentation of the accompanying financial statements.   
 
Because of the significance of the matters discussed in the preceding paragraphs, the scope of 
our work was not sufficient to enable us to express, and we do not express, an opinion on the fair 
presentation of the accompanying financial statements. 
 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated 
September 1, 2006, on our consideration of the District Attorney’s internal control over financial 
reporting and compliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations.  That report is an 
integral part of attempting an audit in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and 
should be read in conjunction with this report in considering the results of our engagement. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Steve J. Theriot, CPA 
Legislative Auditor 

RLT:ESS:JSI:ss 
[8DA06] 
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Statement A

DISTRICT ATTORNEY FOR THE 
  EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Winnfield, Louisiana

Balance Sheet - Governmental Funds
December 31, 2005

PRETRIAL WORTHLESS TOTAL
 GENERAL INTERVENTION CHECKS TITLE IV-D GOVERNMENTAL
 FUND FUND FUND FUND FUNDS

ASSETS
Cash $10,379 $10,379
Due from General Fund $51,238 51,238                       
Due from Worthless Checks Fund 2,549            2,549                         

     TOTAL ASSETS $12,928 $51,238 NONE NONE $64,166

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES
Liabilities:
  Cash overdraft $26,594 $500 $675 $27,769
  Accounts payable 178,673        178,673                     
  Due to vendor 778               18,664 19,442                       
  Court costs due (244)              (244)                          
  Asset due (8,970)           (8,970)                       
  Payroll taxes 28,834          28,834                       
  Federal and FICA withholdings 91,499          91,499                       
  State withholdings 10,511          10,511                       
  Health insurance withholdings (282)              (282)                          
  CanLife Insurance withholdings 1,860            1,860                         
  Life2 Insurance withholdings 222               222                            
  District Attorney retirement 30,457          30,457                       
  Retirement payable 116,043        116,043                     
  Deferred compensation payable 27,000          27,000                       
  Due to General Fund 2,549              2,549                         
  Due to Asset Forfeiture Fund 18,655          2,500                        21,155                       
  Due to Pretrial Intervention Fund 51,238          51,238                       
  Restitution due to others (393)              21,135            20,742                       
     Total liabilities 572,475        3,000                        43,023            NONE 618,498                     

Fund Balances (deficit) (559,547)       48,238                      (43,023)           NONE (554,332)                   
 
          TOTAL LIABILITIES AND 
            FUND BALANCES $12,928 $51,238 NONE NONE $64,166

UNAUDITED
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Statement B

DISTRICT ATTORNEY FOR THE 
  EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Winnfield, Louisiana

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures,
  and Changes in Fund Balances
Year Ended December 31, 2005

PRETRIAL WORTHLESS TOTAL
 GENERAL INTERVENTION CHECKS TITLE IV-D GOVERNMENTAL
 FUND FUND FUND FUND FUNDS
REVENUES
Winn Parish Police Jury $220,369 $220,369
Collections $127,770 $29,512 157,282                       
Federal grant $173,325 173,325                       
Clerk 19,726           19,726                         
Criminal Court Fund 50,300           50,300                         
Domestic grant 15,462           15,462                         
Drug Free grant 20,454           20,454                         
Families in Need of Services Grant 18,750           18,750                         
Grants 5,926             5,926                           
Prosecution grant 9,839             9,839                           
Retainer fees 6,000             6,000                           
Truancy grant 8,925             8,925                           
Victims assistance grant 25,000           25,000                         
Winn Parish Sheriff's Office 1,215             1,215                           
Youth alcohol grant 13,315           13,315                         
Bail bond 917                917                              
Check fees 11,273           11,273                         
Pretrial intervention fees 49,009           49,009                         
Elderly 22,468           22,468                         
Fines and forfeitures 19,452           19,452                         
Motor vehicle fees 1,237             1,237                           
Suspension fees 1,200             1,200                           
Interest 275                275                              
Other 2,030             2,030                           
     Total Revenues 523,142         127,770                      29,512              173,325          853,749                       

(Continued)

UNAUDITED
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Statement B

DISTRICT ATTORNEY FOR THE 
  EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Winnfield, Louisiana
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures,
  and Changes in Fund Balances, 2005

PRETRIAL WORTHLESS TOTAL
 GENERAL INTERVENTION CHECKS TITLE IV-D GOVERNMENTAL
 FUND FUND FUND FUND FUNDS

EXPENDITURES
Salaries and wages $633,031 $633,031
Salaries - elderly 17,065           17,065                         
Contract labor 259                $8,400 8,659                           
Employee benefits 4,239             147                             4,386                           
Parochial retirement 56,376           56,376                         
Payroll taxes 18,801           18,801                         
Travel (553)               2,340                          $1,602 3,389                           
Meals and entertainment 28                  1,349                          273                   1,650                           
Lodging 324                             102                   426                              
Auto repairs 225                2,570                          2,795                           
Mileage 4,229             5,935                          10,164                         
Fuel and oil 529                490                             173                   1,192                           
Auto lease 1,756             3,626                5,382                           
Office supplies (10,897)          3,151                          299                   (7,447)                          
Law library 11,230           (1,786)                         9,444                           
Public education 8,494             (978)                            755                   8,271                           
Accounting 77,206           77,206                         
Legal fees 32,338           32,338                         
Employee health insurance 43,839           43,839                         
Insurance 9,865             9,865                           
Auto insurance 1,127                1,127                           
Dues and subscriptions 4,100             (14)                              357                   4,443                           
Equipment purchase 22,305           9,086                          31,391                         
Equipment lease (1,273)            417                             (856)                             
Bank fees 11,418           356                             512                   12,286                         
Office expense 9,906             5,037                          328                   15,271                         
Publications 621                621                              
Postage 1,380             2,383                          3,763                           
Repairs and maintenance (10,233)          258                             (9,975)                          
Telephone 9,178             8,725                          20                     17,923                         
Miscellaneous 882                882                              

(Continued)

UNAUDITED
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Statement B

DISTRICT ATTORNEY FOR THE 
  EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Winnfield, Louisiana
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures,
  and Changes in Fund Balances, 2005

PRETRIAL WORTHLESS TOTAL
 GENERAL INTERVENTION CHECKS TITLE IV-D GOVERNMENTAL
 FUND FUND FUND FUND FUNDS

EXPENDITURES (CONT.)
Interest expense ($181) ($181)
Prosecution expense 225                225                              
Service charges $110 110                              
Other $200 200                              
Conventions and seminars (6,282)            828                             (5,454)                          
Local Agency Compensated Enforcement 16,332           8,758                          25,090                         
Penalties (1,305)            (1,305)                          
     Total Expenditures 965,133 57,976 9,284 NONE 1,032,393                    

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
  over expenditures (441,991)        69,794                      20,228            $173,325 (178,644)                     

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (Uses)
Transfers in:
  Asset Forfeiture Fund 19,411           19,411                         
  Title IV-D Fund 173,325         173,325                       
  Pretrial Intervention Fund 3,331             3,331                           
  Worthless Checks Fund 18,820           18,820                         
     Total transfers in 214,887         NONE NONE NONE 214,887                       

Transfers out - General Fund NONE (3,331)                         (18,820)             (173,325)        (195,476)                      
  

(Continued)

UNAUDITED
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Statement B

DISTRICT ATTORNEY FOR THE 
  EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Winnfield, Louisiana
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures,
  and Changes in Fund Balances, 2005

PRETRIAL WORTHLESS TOTAL
 GENERAL INTERVENTION CHECKS TITLE IV-D GOVERNMENTAL
 FUND FUND FUND FUND FUNDS

TOTAL OTHER FINANCING 
  SOURCES (Uses) $214,887 ($3,331) ($18,820) ($173,325) $19,411
 
Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other  
  sources over expenditures and other uses (227,104)        66,463                      1,408              NONE (159,233)                     

Fund Balances (Deficit) - Beginning of Year (332,443)        (18,225)                       (44,431)             NONE (395,099)                      

Fund Balances (Deficit) - End of Year ($559,547) $48,238 ($43,023) NONE ($554,332)

(Concluded)

UNAUDITED
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Statement C

DISTRICT ATTORNEY FOR THE 
  EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Winnfield, Louisiana
 
Statement of Fiduciary Assets and Liabilities - 
  Agency Funds
December 31, 2005

ASSET
FORFEITURE

AGENCY FUNDS

ASSETS
Cash $45,300
Due from other funds 21,155

          TOTAL ASSETS $66,455

LIABILITIES 
Due to other agencies $1,405
To be adjudicated 84,461                   
Other (19,411)                   

          TOTAL LIABILITIES $66,455

UNAUDITED
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_________________________________________________ EXHIBIT A 

 

OTHER REPORT REQUIRED BY 
 

GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
 
 
The following pages contain a report on compliance with laws and regulations and on internal 
control over financial reporting as required by Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States.  This report is based on the attempted audit of the 
financial statements and includes, where appropriate, any reportable conditions and/or material 
weaknesses in internal control or compliance matters that would be material to the presented 
financial statements. 
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POST OFFICE BOX 94397 

TELEPHONE:  (225) 339-3800 
FACSIMILE:    (225) 339-3870 STEVE J. THERIOT, CPA 

LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR 

September 1, 2006 
 

Report on Compliance and on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
 
 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY FOR THE 
  EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Winnfield, Louisiana 
 
We were authorized to audit the financial statements of the governmental activities of the District 
Attorney for the Eighth Judicial District (District Attorney), as of and for the year ended 
December 31, 2005, which collectively comprise the District Attorney’s basic financial 
statements and have issued our report thereon dated September 1, 2006.  Our audit was to have 
been conducted in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.  However, because of 
inadequacies in the District Attorney’s accounting records, we were not able to apply the 
foregoing standards. 
 
Compliance 
 
As part of attempting to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the District Attorney’s 
financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed limited tests of its 
compliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations, noncompliance with which could 
have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts.  Our tests 
were limited because of inadequacies in the District Attorney’s accounting records.  However, 
providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit, and, 
accordingly, we do not express such an opinion.  The results of our limited tests disclosed 
instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing 
Standards and are described in the accompanying schedule of findings in Exhibit B. 
 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
 
In planning and attempting to perform our audit, we considered the District Attorney’s internal 
control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of 
attempting to express an opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on 
internal control over financial reporting.  However, because of the significance of the 
inadequacies in the accounting records and considering that management from 2005 is either 
deceased or no longer employed in the District Attorney’s office, we were unable to form an 
opinion on the District Attorney’s financial statements.  In addition to the matters relating to 
noncompliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations, we noted certain matters 
involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be 
reportable conditions.  Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to 
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significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over financial reporting 
that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the District Attorney’s ability to record, process, 
summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions in the financial statements.  
Reportable conditions are described in the accompanying schedule of findings in Exhibit B. 
 
A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the 
internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements 
in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur 
and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their 
assigned functions.  Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not 
necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be 
material weaknesses and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions 
that are also considered to be material weaknesses.  However, of the reportable conditions 
described in Appendix B, we considered all items to be material weaknesses. 
 
This report is intended for the information and use of the District Attorney and is not intended to 
be, and should not be, used by anyone other than these specified parties.  Under Louisiana 
Revised Statute 24:513, this report is distributed by the Legislative Auditor as a public 
document. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Steve J. Theriot, CPA 
Legislative Auditor 

 
RLT:ESS:JSI:ss 
 
[8DA06] 
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For the Year Ended December 31, 2005 
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COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS AND REGULATIONS 
 
The District Attorney’s office has not maintained adequate financial records as required by 
Louisiana law.  Louisiana Revised Statute (R.S.) 44:36 requires the District Attorney to exercise 
diligence and care in preserving public records and further provides that public records be 
preserved and maintained for a period of at least three years from the date on which the public 
record was made. 
 
Specifically, the available 2005 financial records were deficient in that the District Attorney’s 
office did not: 
 

(1) maintain supporting documentation (e.g., vendor invoices) for all disbursements;  

(2) maintain supporting documentation for all receipts/revenue received, including 
detailed records of all monies (e.g., cash, checks, money orders) collected; 

(3) maintain supporting documentation for all payables/liabilities incurred; 

(4) maintain budgets and related documents for the General Fund and all special 
revenue funds in accordance with R.S. 39:1301 et seq.; 

(5) maintain adequate payroll records, including employee annual and sick leave 
records;   

(6) maintain a detailed list of all capital assets that includes the date acquired, 
amount, and location of the asset in accordance with state law 
[R.S. 24:515(B)(1)]; and   

(7) have a written purchasing policy or procedures that would ensure purchases are 
(1) properly authorized; (2) made in accordance with applicable laws and 
regulations; (3) made with available funds; and (4) properly budgeted. 

The District Attorney should maintain (1) supporting documentation for all disbursements and 
receipts, including detailed records of all monies disbursed and collected; (2) supporting 
documentation for all payables/liabilities incurred; (3) original and amended budget documents; 
(4) all payroll records, including employee leave records; and (5) a detailed list of all capital 
assets.  In addition, we suggest that a purchasing policy and detailed procedures be developed 
and implemented by the District Attorney to ensure compliance with applicable laws and 
regulations (e.g., Louisiana Public Bid Law). 
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INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING 
 
Internal control over receipts and disbursements is inadequate in that appropriate supporting 
documentation is not maintained.  Good internal control requires that documentation exists to 
support transactions entered in the financial records of the District Attorney. 
 
Deficiencies in internal control over 2005 receipts and disbursements include the following: 
 

 Documentation is not maintained to support all receipts/revenues ($853,749) 
recorded on the Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund 
Balances.  Supporting documentation was missing for $286,091 or 34% of total 
revenues.  The missing records relate primarily to monies received for 
administering (1) the worthless check program; (2) the pre-trial intervention 
program; and (3) various grants.  

 Documentation is not maintained to support all expenditures ($1,032,393) 
recorded on the Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund 
Balances.  Of 50 expenditures selected totaling $102,126 (approximately 10% of 
total expenditures), supporting documentation (vendor invoices, employee 
time/attendance reports, employee leave records, et cetera) was missing for 30 
expenditures (60%) totaling $74,586 (73%). 

 Documentation is not maintained to support the payables/liabilities ($618,498) 
recorded on the Balance Sheets - Governmental Funds.    

 Documentation is not maintained to support the total assets ($66,455) and total 
liabilities ($66,455) recorded on the Statement of Fiduciary Assets and Liabilities- 
Agency Funds. 

 The accompanying financial statements of the Worthless Check Fund and Pre-
trial Intervention Fund are incomplete because at least five months of financial 
activity (receipts and disbursements from August 2005 through December 2005) 
related to both funds were recorded in the financial statements of the General 
Fund.  As a result, the financial statements of the accompanying General Fund 
include transactions of these other governmental funds. 

 The District Attorney did not maintain written policies and/or detailed procedures 
for the following: 

1. Retaining public records, including e-mail communications 

2. Preparing, adopting, monitoring, and amending its budgets 

3. Processing, recording, and depositing receipts/collections 
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4. Purchasing process, including (1) how purchases are initiated; (2) the 
preparation and approval process of purchase requisitions and purchase 
orders; and (3) checks and balances to ensure compliance with the bid law 

5. Processing, reviewing, and approving disbursements/expenditures 

6. Traveling, including rates for mileage, meals, and lodging, and filing 
expense reimbursement reports 

7. Using credit cards and filing expense reports supporting credit card 
charges 

8. Processing, reviewing, and approving attendance records and payroll, 
including leave 

9. Recording, tagging, and safeguarding capital assets 

10. Implementing an Information System (computer) contingency and 
recovery plan in the event of a disaster, including procedures to test the 
plan periodically 

The District Attorney should implement controls to ensure that adequate documentation supports 
the receipt and disbursement of all public funds and transactions are properly segregated and 
recorded in the appropriate funds.  Developing and implementing the aforementioned policies 
and procedures provides staff a clear understanding of what should be done, how, who, and when 
it should be done.  Also, written policies and procedures aid in the continuity of operation and 
cross-training of staff. 
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Schedule of Prior Year Findings 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2004 
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PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS DISPOSITION 
 
2004-C-1  

 
The District Attorney made one time payments 
to his employees that appear to be bonuses. 
 

 
Not determined - see Exhibit B 
 

 
2004-C-2  

 
The District Attorney did not maintain adequate 
documentation to support expenditures. 
 

 
Not resolved - see Exhibit B 

 
2004-C-3 

 
The District Attorney incurred excessive travel 
and conference expenditures. 
 

 
Not determined - see Exhibit B 

 
2004-C-4 

 
The District Attorney has an excessive number 
of employees compared to Grant and LaSalle 
Parish District Attorney’s offices. 
 

 
Not determined - see Exhibit B 

 
2004-C-5 

 
The District Attorney’s office transferred 
monies from the Asset Forfeiture Fund to the 
General Fund without court approval. 
 

 
Not determined - see Exhibit B 

 
2004-C-6 

 
The District Attorney did not amend his 
General Fund budget in accordance with the 
Local Government Budget Act. 
 

 
Not determined - see Exhibit B 

 
2004-I-1 

 
Errors were found in the August 2004 request 
for reimbursement under the Title IV-D grant 
and the retirement reports for August and 
September 2004. 
 

 
Not determined - see Exhibit B 
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District Attorney’s Corrective Action 
Plans and Responses to the 

Findings and Recommendations 
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