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May 10, 2006 
 
 
The Honorable Paul J. Carmouche 
District Attorney 
First Judicial District 
501 Texas Street 
Shreveport, Louisiana 71101 
 
Dear Mr. Carmouche: 
 

We obtained the following information for your consideration in determining whether the 
remaining funds in the Caddo Parish Coroner’s General Account (Account No. 42 0070 1004), at 
the time of the death of Dr. George McCormick, are public or private funds: 

• The Caddo Parish Coroner’s (coroner) funding comes primarily from the City of 
Shreveport (city) and the Caddo Parish Commission (parish).  From 1991 through 
2004, $9,224,164 or 98.4% of the coroner’s total revenue came from the city and 
parish (see Attachment 1). 

• The earliest financial statements that we could obtain for the coroner is for the 
year ending December 31, 1991.  These financial statements were reported as a 
governmental fund.  For the December 31, 1992, financial statements, the coroner 
changed the basis of accounting and presentation from a “governmental fund” to a 
“proprietary (enterprise) fund.” All subsequent financial statements since 1992 
have been reported as an enterprise fund (see Attachment 1). 

• Proprietary funds are used to account for activities similar to those found in the 
private sector, where the determination of net income is necessary or useful to 
sound financial administration.  Proprietary funds differ from governmental funds 
in that their focus is on income measurement, which, together with the 
maintenance of equity, is an important financial indicator. Proprietary funds 
(enterprise) account for operations (a) where the intent of the governing body is 
that the costs (expenses, including depreciation) of providing goods or services to 
the general public on a continuing basis be financed or recovered primarily 
through user charges, or (b) where the governing body has decided that periodic 
determination of revenues earned, expenses incurred, and/or net income is 
appropriate for capital maintenance, public policy, management control, 
accountability, or other purposes. 

The term “proprietary fund” as used in governmental accounting does not mean 
“private ownership.”  A “proprietary fund” in governmental accounting means 
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that the operations are reported in a manner similar to a business as opposed to the 
manner in which government operations are generally reported. 

• The coroner’s 2005 budget submitted to the city and parish for funding included 
salaries and related benefits for the coroner and all other employees, along with 
all operating costs of the coroner’s office.  Louisiana Revised Statute 33:1555 
provides that salaries of coroner employees shall be paid by the coroner out of his 
fees or by arrangement with the parish governing authority if the coroner is on a 
salary basis.  The 2005 budget demonstrates that the coroner is on a salary basis.  
The audited financial statements from 1991-2004, which include the budget, are 
reported in the same manner as the 2005 budget.   

• Ms. Kay Gilbert, former administrative assistant to Dr. McCormick, stated that 
for the 15 years (1990 - October 2005) that she worked for the coroner, a budget 
was submitted to the city and parish each year for the funding of the coroner’s 
office.  Ms. Gilbert stated that copies of those budgets are on file at the coroner’s 
office.  However, Ms. Cindy McClinton, administrative assistant to the acting 
coroner, stated that she could not locate the files with the budget documents. 

• Mr. Hugh Walmsley, former Caddo Parish Commission Director of Finance, said 
that the coroner’s office under Dr. McCormick was paid on a fee basis and then 
on the basis of a budget submitted to the city and the Parish Commission.  
Mr. Walmsley thinks the change from the fee basis to the budget basis took place 
in either 1994 or 1995. 

• A disclosure made in the budget request for calendar year 2005 (see Attachment 
2) indicates that the coroner’s office has been submitting a budget to the city and 
parish since 1996 (10 years). 

• Ms. Kay Gilbert, former administrative assistant, stated that the two part-time 
forensic pathologist positions contained in the 2005 budget were not filled.   

• Financial records for 2005 revealed that premiums for employee dental and health 
insurance, paid by the coroner’s office, included two employees that worked at 
the coroner’s private business (Forensic Pathologists, Inc.).  Financial records for 
2005 document that Forensic Pathologists reimbursed the coroner for five months 
of premiums for 2004 and two months of premiums for 2005 (February and May).  
There was no evidence that Forensic Pathologists reimbursed the coroner for 
January, March, April, June, July, August, or September 2005 premiums totaling 
$4,773.   
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Reimbursement was received from Forensic Pathologists for dental insurance 
premiums for the first seven months of 2005.  However, there was no 
documentation that premiums totaling $164 for August and September 2005 were 
reimbursed.   

No other instances of commingling of funds between the coroner’s office and his 
private business were found. 

• The State Supreme Court decision, 707 So.2d 979 David L. Carriere, Coroner v. 
St. Landry Parish Police Jury, et al., provides, “. . . At the end of the year, any 
surplus amounts will be returned to the Police Jury or may be used as a credit in 
funding the next year’s budget request.”    

We attempted to obtain information from Regions Bank as to when the Coroner’s 
General Account was initially opened, the original name on the account, and the original federal 
tax identification number.  However, we were informed by the Custodian of Records for Regions 
Bank, Ms. Alice Turk (205/420-5425), that information on this account can only be released by 
subpoena. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me or Joy Irwin, Director of Advisory Services, 
at 225/339-3800. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steve J. Theriot, CPA 
Legislative Auditor 

 
SJT/ss 
 
[CADCORONER] 
 
cc: Dr. Mairus McFarland, Caddo Parish Coroner 
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Caddo Parish Coroner’s Office 
Summary of Financial Information 1991-2004 



CADDO PARISH CORONER _____________________________________________  
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Caddo Parish Coroner’s Office 
2005 Budget 



CADDO PARISH CORONER _____________________________________________  

 

 


















